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THE PREFACE. 



A GENERAL observation as to the flow of Time, 

in connection with the successive scenes in the 

" Celestial Drama," may be desirable, as tending 

to prevent false conceptions on a material point. 

Time 08 yet wa^ not in any strict sense, or in the 

sense in which we speak of Time when man is in 

view. As yet, no planets — no solar system — nor 

aught to measure Time by, as we now measure it. 

No diurnal revolution — no much more prolonged 

movement of an earth in an elliptic orbit round 

a central body. StiU, there was the very same 

stlccession in Duration itself: the measures, or 

the standards of sequence — ^these only were not 

the same. On the contrary, they were exceedingly 

diflferent. What the Angels had, in a positive 

way, to guide them in calculating Time, is not so 

clear. It is certain, however, that, to an Angel's 

mind, there was before and after^ or the pasty the 

present^ and the future. Whether the Angels 
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measured Duration by the movements of any of 
the stars, — ^with which they appear to have been 
familiar enough; this is by no means evident. 
But if they had no better standard of successions, 
they had at least that motion of the fixed stars : 
and thus they could alwa-ys count Time, and its 
flow on and on. 

Thus much as to AngeHc Time, or Duration in 
general. As to Time, in particular connection 
with the Acts and the Scenes of our Drama, one 
remark should be steadily kept in mind. The 
intervals between the Acts — and possibly between 
(some, at least, of) the Scenes — ^may be held to 
represent long periods ; in several instances, even 
3Bons. For instance, the interval between the 
time of Act II. and that of Act III., may be 
supposed to have been a long one. Again, in 
one of his speeches, Lucifer, become the Devil, 
alludes to a circumstance — ^which apparently took 
place not long before (as we rate elapses of Dura- 
tion), — alludes *to it, we say, as having happened 
'*long time agone": that is, according to the 
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celestial, or, at any rate, the infernal method 
of reckoning. (See Scene V. in Act V.) The 
same sort of observation is necessary to be re- 
membered in going through the piece. 

Another point ought to be carefully kept in 
view. It relates to the position — standpoint, we 
might call it — of the Angels, and dramatis personm 
generally. They antedate all Earthly Time, and 
so all associations taken from, or in connection 
with, earthly matters. The range, therefore, of 
subjects, or materials, from which to select com- 
parisons, and figures generally, is exceedingly 
limited. An Angel, speaking before the founda- 
tions of the Earth were laid, could not draw his 
metaphors, or reflections, or allusions of any 
kind, from post-mundane objects or events. 
Hence, great allowance must be made for the 
author of this piece. Lenient judgments must be 
passed oa him for the paucity of the actually used 
materials of his storehouse. Let it be weighed 
that, witiiout a gross violation of consistency, and 
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all propriety, no reference could be made, by any 
of the interlocutors, to those quarters to which we 
are accustomed to repair, as to a perennial 
fountain, from which to draw the abundant 
materials of comparing, contrasting, and judging 
in every way. Set, now, the necessity for such 
limitation over against the amplitude of the re- 
sources open to the writer who has ever in his eye 
the things furnished by the current annus mundi. 
An exhaustless field is available to the poet, who 
speaks in his own person as narrator, and whose 
subject relates, or can be forced to relate, in any 
mode, to the years, and the transactions, of our own 
world. England's unrivalled Epic Poet laid Time, 
and History, and all Nature, and all sources of 
knowledge whatever, under contribution. But all 

• 

such possibilities of boundless resource were denied 
to the author of the Celestial Drama, who was not 
permitted to violate grossly the requirements of 
Time, and Place, and Person. In short, lie needs 
(and he expects) every indulgent reflection to be 
exercised, seeing he laboured under $o great 
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disadvantages from the pecuKar necessity of his 
case. He feels assured that this well-founded 
appeal to the benevolent consideration of his 
readers will not be disregarded. 

In every work there must be a plan, or plot, 
capable of being discerned, and made the subject 
of a distinct examination. And much depends on 
the plan of a composition. If the plan be bad, 
the piece cannot be perfect in aught but the 
details, aAd, as a whole, it must be the subject of 
an unfavourable verdict. But the plot being 
faultless, a primary underlying advantage, of great 
importance, is secured. Whether or no the plot 
or plan upon which the Celestial Drama is con- 
structed be a good one, is not for the author of it 
to pronounce. But, certain it is, the plan is 
susceptible of being separately exhibited, and 
the reader must be regarded as the proper 
(if he be at all a competent) judge as to 
the point in question. The following analysis 
may be thought to represent, with tolerable 
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accuracy, the salient points of the plot : — 

In Act I., the self- temptation of Lucifer, the 
Arch- Angel, — ^the true hero of the Celestial 
Drama, — is seen to have fairly commenced : 
and the quality of the temptation, as at 
that stage, is set forth. 

Act II. presents the progress of the temptation. 

Act III. manifests the farther advance of the 
temptation to completion. 

Act IV. shews the temptation as consummated. 
Lucifer has become Diabolus, or Satan. 

In Act v., Lucifer, as Diabolus or Satan, 
plots and plans the ruin of man as the 
tenant of the future world : and is sen- 
tenced to banishment from Heavenly terri- 
tory to the Earth, preparatorily to Hell. 
Alongside, and on the other hand, the Angelic 
operation has been going on. Thus : — 

In Act I., the First Arch-Angel is called 
away to receive the first specifical in- 
structions, regarding the approaching 
Manifestation of God. 
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In Act II., the Two Arch- Angels discourse 
of the Archetypal Manifestation as still 
to be. 

In Act III., they discourse of that proleptical 
Manifestation as having been witnessed by 
them, and therefore as pasL 

In Act IV., the Two Arch- Angels, and all 
the Angels, glorify God for that Mani- 
festation ; especially, as foreshadowing the 
Incarnation of The Son of God. While, 
^ reverso, the Devils blaspheme the Mani- 
festation in both its aspects, proleptical 
and Heavenly, — and Earthly, or as a (to 
be) fully and finally accomplished fact in 
Time. 

In Act v., both the Glorification by the 

Angels, and the Blasphemous utterances, 

and procedure, of the Devils, attain their 

respective culminations. 

Now, it is to be remembered, that, although 

these two progresses run parallel to each other, as 

distinct lines of extension, they are, at the same 
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time, completely interlaced with each other. So 
much so, that the two courses, rumiing alongside, 
form, in reaUty, a whole, made up of two prac- 
tically inseparable courses. 

It is, likewise, to be well weighed, that, while 
the piety of the Arch- Angels is a steady flame, 
— ^the impiety of Lucifer, and his crew, is an 
increasing fire. It begins as a comparatively 
small spark, but does not culminate imtil it has 
grown to a resistless conflagration, which carries 
all before it. The grand inquiry will be, how far 
has the author succeeded in depicting properly 
the growth of the rebellious spirit imtil it attains 
its highest consummation in an unequalled, and 
not-to-be-exceeded, pitch of blasphemous an- 
tagonism to Heaven itself ? 

It is hardly becoming in an author to act the 
critic towards his own production. Yet, he may 
be allowed to state wherein his procedure is the 
consequence of a foregone conclusion. He may 
advance his view of what propriety demanded, in 
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this, or the other direction. The most superficial 
reader will not fail to notice how carefully the 
author has kept Divine Persons out of direct view 
as persons of the Drama. A Divine Being never 
appears on the stage. Let the critic observe how 
consistently the author has forborne to introduce, 
of the members of the Ditheism " Grod, and His 
Son," either member as an actor. The words, or 
the operations, of God may be given or described, 
but God HomseK is never brought forward as a 
member of the corps constituting the true and 
real dramatis personce. In fact, the author had an 
idea that all pictorial representations of the Deity 
are quite inadmissible by true Art : and he was 
equally persuaded that to introduce the Infinite, 
Eternal Being, as such, in the character of a 
speaker, or a direct actor, in any Drama, or Poem 
of any sort, were the height of impropriety, if not 
of absurdity, constituting a complete violation of 
the laws of Nature : a glaring offence against all 
probability, or possibility; and, therefore, in 
defiance of all perfect Art— which can never be 
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antagonistic to Nature in its real requirements. 
Our unmatched Epic Poet, it is true, has brought 
into his immortal work, not only the Messiah 
(which might have been permissible) but Deity 
Itself —God, as Paternal Deity, or as existing, 
not in a manifested form, but in unmanifested 
First Principles. Surely, this was in violation 
of all Nature, and of all Art. The Polytheistic 
Ancients had a notion, and even a belief, regarding 
a God unspeakably superior to all the Gods of 
their Pantheon — a God not essentially different 
from the infinite Bkahm of the Hindoos. Only 
conceive, now, what an ancient Greek Poet (or 
Philosopher) would have thought of a requisition 
to introduce such a transcendent Divine Existence 
as an actor, or interlocutor, into his poetic (or 
philosophic) composition. No — the ancient could 
not but have shrunk from such a requirement. 
He must be content with a Jupiter Olympus as 
his very highest creation, because the very loftiest 
object to which healthy Imagination could expand 
and elevate itself for the purposes of Art. 
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A few words, by way of apology, must be 
devoted to the subject of the mention, in the 
course of our Drama, of Musical Instruments, 
both Stringed and Wind, — and,- perhaps, of a 
number of other material objects, (such as lances, 
batons, carpets, rafters, &c.,) having a decidedly 
earthly appearance. In passages, in our Drama, 
referring to such objects, quite familiar as the 
objects are to tis^ — ^What is actually meant, is, 
not by any means material objects, such, ex. gr,, 
as our Musical Instruments, but the original, 
because spiritual, representatives of those earthly 
objects. In place of instruments, or other things, 
as adapted for human use, understand their 
analogues, as adapted to the constitution and 
circumstances of Angelic, and generally Superior 
Beings. Thus, a player on the banjo being 
mentioned, understand a performer playing on a 
something corresponding, as analogous, to the 
musical instrument which we, men, call a 
"banjo," and with which we are so well 
acquainted. And so on, throughout all the 
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compass of objects, or things considered as ob- 
jective, or as falling under Angel perception.* 

Of set purpose, there has been a careM 
avoidance of a certain pitfall. Good heed has 
been taken not to enter the region of the pro- 
fundities, or mysteries, connected with the subject 
of Archetypal Ideas : a subject much discussed 
since the days of the great Poet-Philosopher of 
Greece ; and Greece is the normal representative 
of human speculative power, in its highest 
possible exercise. No subject, indeed, has been 
more discussed than that of Archetypal Ideas : 
but the subject has been discussed with no certain 
result, or, at least, no result admitted to be 
absolutely certain. 

Before concluding this Preface, it will be 
necessary to present the reader with a few 



-What if earth 



Be but the shadow of heaven, and things therein 
Eaoh to other like, more than on earth is thought ? 
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elucidatory observations on the subject of the 
versification employed in the " Celestial Drama." 
The versification in question will doub^ess dis- 
play several peculiarities^ — ^which indeed deserve to 
be called irregularities likewise, — as the observant 
reader will discern in his progress through the 
piece. The measure adopted is the rhymeless 
decasyllabic, or blank verse measure, — the metre 
chosen, and made for ever classic, by the incom- 
parable Epic Poet of England. But the critical 
reader will be struck by singularities introduced 
into this Brama^ several of which have been 
pressed into his service by the author, in know- 
ledge of the fact that the present constitutes the 
first appearance of those singularities, or irregu- 
larities, on any stage. A Ml specification of all 
the peculiarities may be out of the question : 
still a specification of a limited character may be 
attempted, although the reader is by no means 
to expect a list laying any claim to being a 
systematic arrangement. In the same way, 
should examples of any of the singularities — 
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mayhap, improprieties — ^be hereafter given, let 
not the reader look for either arrangement, or an 
exhaustive enumeration. 

A specification of the chief irregularities in the 
versification follows : — 

Occasionally — ^in the place of the ten syl- 
lables, or the regular five feet, of blank 
verse — the line has twelve syllables, or 
six feet, and is, therefore, a hexameter. 

In place of the normal iambus, there not 
infrequently occurs a dactyl, or even an 
anapest, — or, at any rate, a tribrach : to 
say nothing of the appearance not seldom 
of spondees, and more rarely perhaps of 
trochees and pyrrhios. 

Occasionally, too, the presence of a osesura, 
or a csesural syllable, will be detected in 
a line. 

But perhaps the most abnormal occurrence 
of the whole may be described thus : — ^At 
the end of a line, a superfluous, or 
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eleventh, syllable occurs ; and so the line 
becomes a hypermeter. But this is no 
peculiarity by itself. The peculiarity will 
be pointed at as soon as it is mentioned, 
that the spare syllable in view is joined to 
— or is to be read metrically with — the 
first syllable of the succeeding line ; the 
two syllables constituting, in reading, an 
iambus, or possibly some other foot. 
In some rare instances, lines may be ab- 
normal in several respects at once.* 



* It may be useful to append a bird's eye view of the 
names, and the signs, of the various feet to be met with ; 
— some of them only occasionally. 

An Iambus, or Iambic foot = ^^ — 
A Trochee, or Trochaic foot = — ^^ 

A Spondee, or Spondaic foot = 

A Pyrrhic, or Pyrrhic foot =: v^ s^ 
A Dactyl, or Dactyllic foot ^ — s-^ s-^ 
An Anapest, or Anapestic foot = ^^ s^ — 

A Tribrach = v^ s^ s^ 

A Caesura is, of course, one, and generally it 
may be held to be a long, syllable. 
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But the general reader might be most benefitted 
by a display of actual examples of the peculiarities 
themselves, as they are to be met with in the 
speeches of the various dramatis personw. But an 
exhibition of actual Examples, must be reserved 
for some other opportunity. In the meantime, the 
careful reader will be able to supply himseK with 
instances falling imder the heads which have 
been furnished. 

In conclusion, it may be premised, thai it will 
be very easy to bring charges of plagiarism against 
the author of the " Celestial Drama." The facil 
accusation of theftuous conveying from the imique 
"Paradise Lost" — ^to hint nought of the possible 
imauthorised borrowing {stealing^ the common 
people it call) from the " Cain '* of another 
depioter, in magnificent poetry, of the fallen 
Arch- Angel; — ^the accusation, we say, will be 
advanced from every side, and as a matter of 
course, against the overly venturous author who 
has thus rashly dai*ed to cause the institution 
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of SO presumptuous comparisons. But the answer 
to calumniators on this head, (not by- the 
author, who will make no defence, but) by those 
who shall see, in the performance, the most unequi- 
vocal evidence of superb originality, — the answer 
will be : that the author of the work in question 
is so obviously and signally an original thinker 
that he did not need to stand as a beggar at any 
other author's door — ^be that other who he may. 
There may be, throughout the Dmma^ many 
marks of coincidence in ideas: It is perfectly 
impossible, there should have been any wilful 
or conscious — but unacknowledged — borrowing. 
Unintentional similarity in thoughts may exist : 
Improper identities will not be found — save in 
the distorted and disqualified imagination of some 
detractor, or would-be-destructive critic. 

Another circumstance is by no means to be 
allowed to slip out of sight and recollection. 
There are collocations of words (first appearing 
in the pages of certain standard authors) which are 
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now the common property of every writer in the 
English language. Nobody thinks, in the pre- 
sent day, of marking these passages by inverted 
commas. One might as well label his nightcap, 
** nightcap^ 

T. T. 

London, 
June 21, 1873. 



*^ It need hardly be mentioned, that this 
Preface is, to a considerable extent, by another 
hand than that which penned the Drama itself. 



THE 

ORIGIN OF EVIL: 

A CELESTIAL DRAMA. 



THE 



OEIGIN OF EVIL: 



CELESTIAL DRAMA. 



ACT I. 

Scene I. 
At the foot of the Mount of God. 

The Aech- Angel of the First, or Seraphic, Province of 
Heaven; and the Abch- Angel of the Second, or 
Cherubic, Province. 

The First Arch- Angel. 

Hast thou seen aught, ne'er seen before, about 
Our brother, near co-equal, for the Third 
Arch- Angel of these thrice all-holy Heavens ? 

B 



2 CELESTIAL act i. 

The Second Arch-An^eL 

Hast thou, too, been perceptive, in our fellow-angel. 
Of change, else some thing much betokening change 
A-coming, dread, dark, formless, and unknown ? 

The First Arch-An^el. 

I have seen the face of Lucifer, the good ! 
The beautiful face of the bright Son of the Morning, 
Our younger brother recognised — at least 
In order younger, or of us the third — 
Not so all-radiant as I loved to see it ; 
Because a certain indescribable shadow 
Seemed to pass suddenly over it — leaving bright Lucife r 
Obscured, though but for a moment. And my heart 
Yearned somehow for my brother, dimmed in glory. 
Albeit so briefly. But thou — say — ^hast thou-- 

The Second Arch-Angeh 

Head of the loving Seraphs ! burning ever ! 
First of Heaven's hosts illustrious, and shining 
In their long bright array ! I have surely noted 
The shadow which thou didst observe. It seemed 
As if a something, which no imaging 
Of mine can picture, had come 'tween that noblest 
Head of all Heaven's Third, and Him in whom 
We live, by whom we love and know, and know 
And love in one, and both in equal measure, 
(These Morning Stars' department thus describe I ;) 
I say, as if a certain something passed 
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Between, and for a moment those divided 
Between whom nothing comes to separate, 
Nor can come. 

The First Arch-Angel. 
Strange ! 

The Second Arch- Angel. 

What can it mean ? But, brother, 
There is another subject, mightier far. 
On which I mean to speak to thee, if thou 

The First Arch-Angel, 

But I at present must away from here. 
On business unto which Love calls me, for 
My Master calls. I feel His promptings in 
My heart, open unto His messages. 
A revelation new, occasioning 
Some fresh employ, which duty urges to. 
Is that which now demands my service apt ; 
And I, God's happy slave, make willingest haste. 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

Be it so. When the Master calls, the servant 
Euns. With fullest knowledge fraught, he but obeys. 

The First Arch-Angel, 
Fraught too with love, and fullest joy. Dear brother 

B 2 
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I shall be ready for thee soon, and, in 
A certain while, meet me upon this Mount 
Of God, high up, and as it looks to the East. 

The Second- Arch-Angel, 
Amen, my brother. Glad, I will thee meet. 

{Scene closes,) 



SCEITE II. 

On the sides of the North, looking Northwards. 

LUCIPEB, solus. 

In soliloquy. 

Ah me ! great God ! Ah me ! Have I for ever 
Then lost Thy peace, — for ever, good God ! 
Por ever must I drag, unquiet, on ? 
"Will this ne'er-ceasing questioning, proceeding 
From myself — within me all — ne'er be resolved ? 
Besolved, that I might thenceforth be content 
To ask no more, but stand. Arch- Angel plain. 
In blessed placidness, as heretofore ? 

{Broods deeply,) 

God there : me here. 
Creator He above : me creature thus below. 
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Eelation is established thus ; from whence 

It comes that But how shall I put it best ? — 

Obedience passing from me to Him — how proper ! 

How pleasant, too, it should be ! And it was 

Always, — until I 'gan to dream this way. 

But what would non- obedience be ? — ay, what ? 

Ay, what would follow after, in these heavens ? 

And in this unknown universe huge at large ? 

What would — I ask — the disobedience be ? 

And what entedl on me ? on us ? on all ? 

^But, as never was before. 

My vision seemeth darkened ! My face, too, 

Feels glowing more than heart, — and where am I ? 

It seems as if some horrible blackness 

Palpable did encompass* What has come 

Over me ? 

{Scene closes.) 



End of Act I. 
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ACT rr 



ACT 11. 



Scene I. 

On the Mount of God, high up. 
The same two Abch- Angels, reclining on the Mount. 

The First Arch-Angeh 

How pleasant is this Mount of God, we looking 
Thus Eastwards ! House and Temple, here are both. 

The Second Arch- Angel, 

Yes ; specially to thee, my brother known. 
Bat as for me, I must askance a little 
Look, taking in glimpses from the other quarters. 
And ay thus 'tis with us who Cherubs are. 
Excelling all in knowing. Looking Eastwards 
Directly, and by itself, us dazzles, and, 
Being continued long, would blind. So that 
( )btemper we the vision of God, the Fount 
Of Knowledge loved, and Love the ancientest 
Of things, by blending South, and West — I say not 
North — with surveyings of the glorious Eace. 
Let me beg, therefore, brother compassionate, 
To sit at side of thee, — so,— thus I may 
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Enterpose thy loving heart hetween me and 
The rays of God, which else might he too ardent, 
Consuming in part my very inmost suhstance. 
Thus sitting, I will put to thee the matter 
On which I wish discussion, getting light 
"With heat from thee who, I know well, art ever 
Loving, and heyond my powers of love. Since I 
Know also, that, at hottom, he who loveth 
Most, in the manner comprehensive most 
And full, doth also know most — radically 
He doth. I only know most in a certain 
Way, which distinctwdy denominate. 



The First Arch- Angel. 

Nay, hrother good, and most heloved. I grant 
Thou knowest most, and I to thee appeal 
For the fruits of knowledge, when the depths are 

greater 
Than my intellect will take in, or rightly match. 
We love and know each other's true supremacy — 
In this hest serving Him, who ever has 
Our hearts, and has obedience willing (His due) 
From heads consentient. He us made diverse : 
Relatively greater, better too, hut not 
Absolutely. 

27ie Second Arch-Angel. 

May I put my matter forward ? 
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ACT II. 



The First Arch-AngeL 

Thou mayest, dear brother, and I will open to thee 
All, all my heart, burning because His love 
Flames there : not fierce, but steady warmth imparts. 
The glow of Love, life-fraught, soul-comfort brings. 
Thence brightDCss, gracious heat, invigorating. 

The Second Arch- Angel. 

Thou hast heard — all Heaven has heard — with 
wonder, and 
I^ew joy, the manifested God, the brightness 
Of the invisible, and all-ineffable 
Glory of the hidden Deity, which no 
Created mind — and we are but of such — 
Can approach unto to see, and comprehend 
In all : seeing that the Uncreated Essence, 
As in itself, is so pure Fire and Heat 
Of Love, that were a creature — say, were we 
Arch- Angels, not excelled, to be within 
Its beams of burning radiance, without 
The obtempering influence, straight should we be 
Burned up, consumed entirely. I repeat : 
The manifested God, image express 
Of the substance of the God who is concealed, 
Has been made known through Heaven as about 
To assume another nature to His own, 
Or an appearance of a nature, as 
Forecasting change, most wondrous, to be carried 
Out, and completed in the course of ages 
Hence, and upon a distant theatre. 
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The First Arch-Angel, 

I knew that this thy theme. My trusty heart 
Told me so when thou saidest first there was 
A matter, of moment too, on which thou didst 
Converse desire. Yes, this thy theme has been 
The subject of profoundest joy, yea rapture, 
To my Arch-AngeKc heart, since e'er I heard 
The announcement made, in various ways, through 

Heaven ; 
Each Angel having the decree in language. 
Or manner, suited unto his peculiar 
^Nature, or constitution, as well as 
By that in which we all agree. I mean, 
"We hear the news, and, as we hear, receive 
The message with delight sweet, yea en crease 
Of rapture, such as we Augels can contain. 
For, as thou knowest, all is not one dead level 
In our heavenly places, — neither in our joys,— 
Nor in our aspirations. And this news 
Concerning our great God, with whom we hold 
Communion sweet, and yet so high and grand, — 
This blessed news (I say) I, as an Angel 
Of these our Heavens, did take at once unto. 
And then into, my heart, as a large source 
Of new bright transports leading up to God. 

The Second Arch-Angel, 

"What didst thou hear proclaimed, my brother dear ? 
Rather, what does thy heart inform thee is 
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The gross amount of that announcement ? Let 
Me thy way compare with mine — that so I may 
The better know how to advance to higher 
Heights of that love ecstatic, well combined 
With knowledge high, and pure as high, and good. 

The First Arch-Angel. 

Indeed, my brother, I cannot advance 
Myself as thy instructor. Yet in all 
Truthfulness, as in all sincerity, 
With warmest love, dear brother, I'll impart 
Gladly to thee all felt as consequence 
By me of that decree in Heaven ; felt in heart, 
Because I could not draw on any other 
Source for the information. Bather I 
To thee should go, — for farther knowledge should. 

{Thinks deeply,) 

The announcement, as it came to me, was this : 
He who is the express character of the Being 
Ineffable, inscrutable, is destined 
To take on, at far subsequent time, the lowly 
Nature of a creation then to be, 
Brought forth from Silence, by Him the Creator 
Once of these Heavens ; and the Creator, by 
A word, of whatsoever He designs 
To be upon the open course of Eternity, 
Which else were vacuous of the world created. 
I heard and I obeyed, not understanding. 
As yet, the import and far-reaching force 
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Of all that was contained in the decree. 

But when I meditated more and more 

On what was my delight, an ordinance 

Of Heaven, I came to see that many things, 

Of mightiest import, were contained within 

The depths of that decree, from Wisdom sprung. 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

Brother heloved, and known, let me now have 
The lights which thy clear vision saw in that 
New edict, though particulars might he 
So distant far in time. 

The First Arch- Angel. 

The last, of course, 
In execution, is first ever in the intention 
Of a mind ; and so the race, the very lowly 
Foreshadowed race as to he yet in time. 
Must have due preparation made for it, — 
As well as for the other purposes 
Bound up together in the all-provident 
Decree. Accordingly, it heing thus 
Ordained there shall he some time (when the Master 
Pleases) a new creation of inferior 
Powers, — embracing, like to Lucifer's 
Department of these highest Heavens of God's, 
To know and love in one^ and equal measure ; 
Due preparation in the Heavenly 
Counsels, as is most fit, (all here is^^. 



12 CELESTIAL 



ACT II. 



Because from right,) must go before. And thus — 
I say not other cause is not — the nature 
Which in time shall surely be assumed, must be 
Foreshadowed now. At least, a certain something 
Must now take place which will sufficiently 
Prepare beforehand for the coming of 
The dispensation new. An Archetypal 
Manifestation shall be soon before us, 
In and by which we may adore the God, 
So condescending, who us loves, and who 
Thus wills to be before us ; so foretelling 
The inferior, middle nature yet to be, — 
Inferior, being less than we, and middle 
Because above a countless multitude 
Of creatures lower still, and lower, encompassing 
The path of the new race. "When the occasion 
Comes for the public recognition of 
Our God, my vision clear shall be thrice blessed. 
And my heart glow within me, at the sight 
Of the new manifestation of the exceeding 
Greatness of love which dwells for ever in 
That creative condescending heart all-kind. 

The Second Arch-Angel, 

How much thou hast taught me, brother dear, and 
known. 
I now see that this manifestation great 
Will be the occasion of fresh joy to all 
These mighty Heavens ; and thereby shall be known 
More of the wondrous depths of the riches of 
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The wisdom and the knowledge uncircumscribed 

Of God. Unsearchable His ordinances, 

And His ways past finding out by us, although 

Arch-Angels high, except so far as He 

In condescension mighty do Him please 

Reveal to us. How kind of God to give 

TJs thus new truths to know, and higher heights 

Of wisdom deep to probe and penetrate ! 

The Fint Arch-Angel. 

There is one thing which specially, my brother, 
Gave me delight unbounded — all connected 
As 'tis with this decree so novel. We shall have 
More and yet more to love ; another race 
Will be to us the objects of a new 
Kind of true love — love mixed with condescension 
Simple and pure, not high and distant. Nay, — 
What shall I tell thee, brother, that could more 
Encrease thy holy joy than this ? We, even we 
Angels, and Arch- Angels highest, shall become 
(For so I learned especially) ministering 
Spirits, or angels helpful to a class, 
At least, of the new race ! Below them, we 
Shall be their servants. 0, how joyful, brother ! 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

What class of the new race ? Pray tell, and give 
Me encrease of knowledge, and of joy as well. 
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• The First Arch- Angel. 

I cannot tell. Thou mayest desire to look 
Into these — and more — things, but yet the answer 
Is not vouchsafed, and I am satisfied 
Without the knowledge withheld meanwhile, and for 
So many ages yet to come, of what 
The class is. It suffices me to learn. 
And feel that when the appointed time comes round 
For ministering unto the creatures yet 
To he upon their world, the ministering 
Itself will equally forthcoming be, 
God both appointing. 

The Second Arch- Angel, 

Still, I wish I had 
The knowledge of the part we have to play 
In this the helping the new race. But yet 
For reasons adduced by thee, my brother, more 
Loving, I acquiesce, with amplest confidence, 
And joy confiding, too. In God's own time 
Our ministering shall take place. Just as 
We rose to sing, and shout for joy, when we 
Beheld the morning vision, singing in chorus 
Creation's blessed dawn in the time appointed. 

But, brother, who dost know, by instinct true, 
My thoughts, ever not unwillingly arrayed 
Before my brother's ken, another matter 
Strikes me, as being a thing containing great 
Issues, and manifold perhaps. 
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The First Arch- Angel. 

I listen, 
Although I, brother, think I know whereto 
Thou pointest. For convenience fit, let us 
Move farther down this Mount, and even go 
From this directly East a point or two. 

{Scene closes.) 



Scene II. 

Farther dotcn the Mbtmt of Gody and a little towards 

the South. 

The same two Aech- Angels, sitting. 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

When Lucifer, the beautiful and noble — 
Koble, because of his high thoughts surpassing, 
And beautiful, because his face reflection 
Of a heart all glowing with the love divine ; — 
I say, when he, our brother, head of Third 
Department of all Heaven, heard of this, 
The announcement wonderful, 'bout which we have been 
Discoursing so — What dill our brother feel ? 
What think, or say, or do ? How did the news 
Good, him affect ? Did it — ! did it serve 
Dispel the growing shadow fitful on 
That face ? Did the good news affbrd new joy ? 
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The First Arch-Angel, 

Brother, could there be sorrow in Heaven, I have 
Now sorrow. If an image of pain can come 
To an Arch- Angel Heavenly, the image 
Is now before me. — 

If Lucifer received 
The news as my heart tells me that he did, 
Lucifer is not altogether what 

He was, but less. If fall can be from Heaven, 

Lucifer, Son of the Morning, — yet my brother 

Dear, how dear ! — ^hast thou begun to fall 

From Heaven ? How my heart yearns for thee, my 

brother, 
"With new fear ! 

(Scene closes.) 



SCEXE III. 

On an arid Mountain in the North, 
Lfcifek, in soliloquy, 

Lucifer, 

To obey : to be as I have been. 
To disobey : and then ? What then ? Ay, then ? 
There is no disobedience anywhere. 
There ne'er has been in all Heaven's Provinces. 
If disobedience, tiien, take place, something 
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Would be which never was before— nor dreamed. 

A new course, thus, would run, beginning from 

A point beheld before never, nor possible 

To be beheld. I — I — (I mean to say, 

That is) the Spirit in Heaven who disobeys 

Begins a course in which he is First Mover 

Of all the circles widening. Ha ! there's 

A great thought. Ah ! to be First Mover — ^have 

A world one's own, calling me God and Master — 

Me, ruling all within that household, though 

All circumscribed by bounds too visible. 

This is a new view : I must dwell on this. 

But how would other spirits think of it ? 

What would my brother, the Arch- Angel good 

Of Heaven's First Province, say ? Or he, the other 

Brother, and Arch- Angel, the all-knowingest 

Spirit ? They have not thought (I fancy) this way 

At all. Yet I could bring before them both 

The topic vast, and deep, and all-important. 

{Broods on.) 

To obey is to be good — be dutiful. 
To disobey is to be — what ? Ay, what ? 
Good has degrees-^no doubt of it — ^because 
We can say : More good, less good. To disobey, • 
However, would be of no degree of good ; 
Nor more, nor less. What then ? If good be substance, 
Were disobedience equal to the shadow ? 
The Morning Stars, which, in these vasty depths 
Cerulean, correspond to us, their Spirits, 
Leave, while they circle singing round each other. 
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A shadow sometimes, if one look at them 

So ; like these shadows which I have seen so oft — 

Especially of late — are those things like 

(I say) which unto disobedience would 

Amount ? Would they be like, the one to the other ? 

[Pauses, and, after a while, proceeds.) 

Ah me ! Ah me ! "Would that I could get quit 
Of this eternal questioning in myself. 
But constitute as I am, how can it 
Be otherwise ? How could it be that I, 
•"With mind of such like faculties, could be 
Averse, and disinclined entirely, to 
Make question thus — ^to argue in myself 
The matter out, far as I may. It cannot 
Be otherwise ; and my Creator knows, 
"Who made me, that I am what only He 
Me has in texture made, and out-goings too. 

Shall I then ask an interview at length 
From ray two equal spirits. Arch- Angels all ? 
Only I, the third created, do possess 
To feel and know in equal measure at once ; 
"While each of them is limited to one 
Sole Province. He, to love the most ; the other, 
To be most knowing of the Angels all. 
Let me think of this measure well. Could I 
Cause Spirits so limited in their capacity 
To understand my wider, broader, deeper 
"Views ? "Wherein combined are Intellect vast. 
And — and — 

How's this ? My lusty heart feels cold^ 
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And darkness has again encompassed me — 

But deeper far this time. My face must have 

A shadow on it, passing over it. 

Possibly, some mighty Star dark intervenes 

And throws its chiUing influence o'er me. 

Yet I should — and most certainly I did — 

Give laws to those great orbs in space : Not they 

To me, as now it seems to be. At present, 

Waiting convenient time, I will not seek 

My brethren, round on the farther side, high up, 

Too high ! that Mount of God ; but shall delay 

My search until this perturbation. 

Caused by my thoughts, and feelings, all profound, 

Shall have subsided. Lucifer, called, by 

Acclaim, the bright particular Star, Son of 

The Morning Dawn, shall never let himself 

Be seen as aught but what he rightly is — 

The best, being greatest, of the Starry Spirits 

Which God created. 

{Scene closes.) 



End of Act II. 



c2 
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ACT in. 



ACT III. 

SCEKE I. 

The top of the Mount of God, looking towards the East. 
The Two ABCH-AKaBLS, standing. 

The First Arch-Angel. 
How bright it was ! what a joyous sight ! 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

How can we ever think enough of that 
Great show ! Manifestation marvellous I 

The First Arch-Angel. 

Entranced, we saw, as saw we ne'er before, 
Our very Lord at hand, and in His condescension. 
How beautiful His face, as in that veil 
Of the Divine Humanity !^-exceeding 
Fair, all serene, most gentle^ sweetly stooping 
To us of Angel nature ; yet prepared 
To be, as to the coming ones, a little 
Lower than Angels to be made, for aye. 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

And what unfathomable depths and heights 
There are in that Humanity Divine ! 
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The First Arch-Angel, 
blessed race that shall be ! and all hail ! 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

All hail ! race most wondrous, middle-placed 
In the creation future. Kor as high 
As we, nor even as the least of the Sons 
Of God ; nor yet as low as those low, lower, 
And most low, myriads vast or countless, which 
He showed, and we saw all foreshadowed on 
The screen appropriate, reflected from 
Some secret source, by means yet unexplained. 
How much we know, ne'er known before, nor even 
So much as fancied in our thoughts, capable 
Of flights abnormal, and creative almost. 

The First Arch-Angel {who has been musing). 
How much, indeed, we know ! Embrace we, too ! 

The Second Arch-Angel, 

Now know we too, alas ! of a coming dread — 
But possible as yet — an awful horror 
Of darkness great, or, at the very least. 
Accompanied by such. Shall we then see 
Thee, horror of Evil ! in the time to come ? 
To what shalt thou be like ? I almost tremble, 
While I ask, with terror all unusual, 
Yea new. 
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The First Arch-AngeL 

My brother dear, I feel — nay, I 
Am sure, we should not speak of Evil, monstrous 
Shadow of all unspeakable departures 
From the source of every good. See, how this moun- 
tain 
Quivers and shakes, as if in sympathy 
With thy discourse, — not mine, my brother, for 
I cannot help but loathe the very thought. 
As thought, of distance from this blessed Mount 
Of God, the seat where we can, by direct 
Glance, look towards Him, who lives, and living loves, 
And loves us ever. 

{Scene doses,) 



Scene II. 
Hie Same Place. 
The Two Abch- Angels. To whom enters Lucifeb, 

Lucifer {shrinking y and shading himself), 

I can not endure. 
As you must notice surely, this — this blazing. 
And sickening glare, yea this insufferably 
Bright scorching light and heat. Quick let us leave it. 

The First Arch-Angel {moving away). 

Bear brother, whither wouldst thou go, if thou 
Wouldst have us go with thee with fullest assent ? 
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Lucifer {retreating). 

To far away, beyond the sides o' the North, 
Going still Northwards. 'Tis much freer there, 
Away from that unbearable brightness. Come ! 

The First Arch-Angel, 

Go where we may, we Angels carry must 
The gracious airs of Heaven with us. For Heaven 
Within us is, as without. 

Lucifer {retreating farther) , 

I wish to hold 
Deep converse with you, and significant. 

The Second Arch- Angel. {Aside, to the First,) 

Can we go with this Spirit, mighty Lucifer ? 
Can we abide the atmosphere, so far 
Away from the central Mount of God, our home, 
And the balmy gales of Heaven, delicious aye ? 

r 

The First Arch- Angel. 

For sake of him, our brother, let us try. 
And nought can go with us amiss, if go 
The Presence with us, servants dutiful. 



{Scene closes.) 



24 CXLESTIAL 



Scene III. 



ACT HI. 



Towwrdi the Mountain in the Northy whither Lucifbb 

had led. 

The Two AncH- Angels and Lucifei^. 

Zttcifer, 

I long have had it in my mind to lay 
My thoughts before you, for the benefit 
Of your mature decision, and supreme. 

The First Arch- Angel to the Second, {Aside.) 

How far off Lucifer, our brother, looks ! 
Although he was the bright. To hear is, too. 
As difficult quite, for dull his voice sounds in 
Mine ears ! What thinks my brother ? 

The Second Arch-AngeL 

I have noted these 
Of which you speak ; but, with your leave, will probe 
This matter according to my best, and be to you 
As an interpreter. 

The First Arch-Angel. 

Do, brother, do. 
Approach, by all means, closer, if you can ; 
And, in the way thou knowest well, make me 
Participator in your knowledge acquired. 
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Lucifer, {Brooding y hut occasionally looking 
towa/rda the Arch-Angek.) 

Must you, my brother Angel, head of Cherubs, 
Peer at me thus importunate ? Methinks, 
We coalesce ; and you look into me 
Too curiously, thus penetratingly. 
Why this o'er-eager haste to learn ? Is it not 
Enough I mean to give thee .what's my mind ? 

The Second ArcK-Angeh 

No offence, my brother. We are well prepared 
To hear. Go on. 

Lucifer. 

Thou knowest, — both of you know, — 
But He yond knoweth, in a fashion, best, — 
That never in Heaven, since we were given our 

Provinces — 
Allotted by our merits 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

Nay, brother, nay. Merit of ours was not. 
Fitness, of course, there was. Say thou, — Siifce we 
The Angels of high Heaven were first created 
By Him on whom wie do depend, for all 
And everything, most absolutely we. 

Lucifer. 

Cannot you, Arch- Angels high, and mighty as high, 
Allow me my own language, to describe 
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Thoughts that are all mine own? "Would I, you 

speaking. 
So interrupt ? 

The Second Arch- Angel, 

I may allow you, brother, 
If 'tis well understood there is no little, 
Nor great, participation by us in 
Your spoken expressions, or the thoughts from whence 
They come. But I'll consult my brother, yonder : 
Wisest in heart he. 

{Withdraws to consult the First Arch-Angel: whose 
face, however, is shining with a radiance so bright 
that the Second Arch-Angel cannot draw nea/r for 
a time. At length,) 

The First Arch-Angel. 

Brother, I have had 
One of those beatific visions ecstatic, 
(Being caught up to the Paradise of God,) 
Which we were lately promised by our Lord, 
Speaking from His Divine Humanity, 
Assumed in part, and by foretaste — to us 
Forecast. How glorious, and blessed far 
Beyond all previous conception, I 
Tell cannot. Only this I know : I heard 
Unspeakable words, which no Arch-Angel's tongue 
Can utter over again. — ^But what, my brother, 
Is it thou hast to say, for I perceive 
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Thou hast been with Lucifer, in contact close, 
And converse. For thou bringst his shadow cold. 
As it were, with thee. Not thine, not thine, my 
brother. 

The Second Arch-AngeL 

Our brother, in conversing, did say things — 

Though only allusively — to which my spirit's 

Assent could not be given, and I objected. 

I sought to set our brother right — But he 

Insisted on his right, in speaking, to 

Be his interpreter, his own and sole. So I 

Come unto thee for guidance, brother dear. 

Because thy loving heart, swayed nor deflected 

By such bad converse intimate — ^indeed, 

Bad contact — of the spirit with Lucifer, 

The changed, will right decide, and keep me in 

The ways of duty, and peace too— one and both — 

Duty unto the King Supreme, and peace 

For my own heart. 

The First Areh-AngeL 

Considerate, kind brother, 
I know thee well. But what said Lucifer 
The changed unto thee ? 

The Second Arch-Angel, 

Allusively spake he — 
For not had he reached to his subject bad : 
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Spake of us Angels of these vasty Heavens 
As having had assigned to us our Provinces, 
Allotted hy our merits — 

(JSere the First Arch-Angel withdraws^ unobserved,) 

And at that point broke m I, to disclaim 
Merit as ours. Pitness the Master, who Bight does, 
And is, must have, — not merit, which cannot be. 
I said, we were created, and depend 

Most absolutely on Him 

But where art thou. 
Brother ? I heard, indeed, as 'twere a tremor 
Of a departing gentle wind, filled with 
Celestial odours delicate. Away, of truth. 
My brother is. This happened ne'er before ! 
Can it be that even that quoting this, so changed 
Language of Lucifer's, doth banish straight 
My Seraph brother ? Ay, it must be so ; 
He is so pure in heart. But love to God 
Is there, and, through that, love to me, to us all 
Who dwell in Heaven, and breathe its holy airs. 

{Zucifer approaches.) 

But there is Lucifer at hand, and, oh ! 

What shadow dark rests on that face, and brow. 

Erst beautifcd exceedingly, past speech. 

But now that countenance — so sadly changed ! — 

What has my brother further got to say ? 

Zucifer, 
Broke off I, almost ere I had commenced. 
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Thy fault, so jealous being, and so (allow me) 
Over-officious — 

The Second Arch- Angel (aside), 

What strange words come now 
From him ! Is this our brother Lucifer, 
The beautiful that was, and noble ? Sweet 
His every word ; yea sweetest was his speech. 

Lucifer. 

There never in our Heaven has been, as yet, 
Aught but one course, of the most level kind — 
Continuance varied by no change — nor yet 
Variety of perceptions, transports also 
Angelical. "We have but had one bald 
Unvaried course of old obedience to 
Him — God, I mean— of whom, at present — Now 
Mark me : at present — we do hold our Provinces. 
But by profoundest thinking 'tis made clear — 

{Here Lucifer stoops doum to the quasi-ground^ and 
draws figures^ becoming entirely engrossed with them.) 

That, if obedience equal Deity, 

And pleasantness ; then. non^obediencC) or 

Say rather disobedience, would be equal 

To the introducing a Prime Mover new : 

Lord he, and Master too, of all within 

The charmed, and charming, circle, all recovered 

And vindicated from the outlying void, 
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Or rather the domain of God — ^that is, 
The other God. In fine — 



{The Second Arch- Angel withdraws y unseen.) 

Given this new thing, — 
This disobedience given, given, at same time, 
A quite new universe, to governed be 
By other laws than these too ancient laws 
Which now, so universal are they and old, 
Are somewhat worn, and, worn, the worse for wear. 

Upon the whole, that is to say — If I, 
Head of the Third Department of this Heaven, — 
May not I say the greatest, or most perfect. 
Of all the Regencies of all the Heavens ? — 
Or you, as head of the Cherubic Province, 
Being knowingest Angel of the knowingest 
Department of all Heaven — 

But what is this ? 
Whither is my brother spirit gone, or fled ? 
Was he offended at me, all because 
I arrogated to myself the place 
Highest, as righteously I needs must do ? 
Cause other for withdrawal there was none. 
But I will after him, and search his mind. 
A coadjutor may be necessary ; 
Or best, at least. 

{Scene closes,) 
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Scene IY. 



Upon the road to the Mount of God, 
The Second Aech-Ai«^gel. 
In soliloquy. 

My brother, the most loving Seraph Head, 

Could not endure the very approach to this. 

Me ! what my ears have heard ! I heard enough — 

Although the very moment Lucifer 

Became engrossed with his equations, drawn 

(On mathematical principles, no doubt) 

On so apposite material, under foot 

Being, I hastily withdrew myself 

Prom that bad company, and language bad. 

Oh, what my ears have heard this day ! This day 

I heard what never heard before — and never 

Imagined, even in dream. Oh, may I never 

Hear that, or like, again. It was so — so — 

I know not how to call it, or describe : 

!Nor how to characterise the dread in me 

It caused. — Lucifer, Son of the Morning, 

"What does all this portend ? 

In pity to 
My brother — him I mean who loves, and loves 
Only — this matter must not be protruded 
Drily and suddenly into his ears. 
But yet, indeed, what can be hidden long 
From his most loving heart ? Love to his God, 
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And Master kind, — love to his fellow Angels, — 
Would sure produce, by some contrasting process. 
The very knowledge which I would keep back. 
Yet only for a time. 

What shall we do. 
For thee, our other brother, but so changed 
Of late ? that most ominous shadow dark. 
Portentous of these worse and later changes ! 
Let me seek now in haste the Mount of God, 
And the assembly of His holy ones. 
Entering their blessed society, the dear 
Companionship of angels, so congenial ; 
And so perchance a ray from the Great Source 
Of Good may encircle our assemblage, banishing 
From me this dismal recollection. 

{Scene closes,) 



End of Act III. 
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ACT IV. 

Scene I. 
On the Mount of God, 

The Two Abch-Angels {changing, occationdllyy their 

position). 

The First Arch-AngeL 
Brother ! we should call a holy conyocation. 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

By all means, let us do so, brother dear. 
Give thou the word, and all Heaven will attend. 

The First Arch-Angel, 

Let us call a general assembly of 
The Saints of God, even the innumerable 
Company of Angels, to approve, and to 
Make manifest we do approve, through Heaven, 
Our willingest allegiance to our God, 
Hidden and Manifest, and now made known 
In that Divine Humanity protypal. 
Most wondrous, and most fair, surpassing all 
The powers of language of even Aagels high 
To reach to, or encompass in its grasp. 
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The Second Arch-Angeh 

I quite approve thy motion. All Heaven's hosts 
Will joyfully accord their suffrages : 
Except, indeed 

The First Arch-Angel, 

I feel — and well I know, 
Why thou there pausest. Alas ! my brother, lost 
To us! 

The Second Arch- Angel. 

The changed Lucifer ! I fear 
For him, and for his following. But say, 
Will many of the Spirits under him 
Do as he does, in carrying to an end 
His questionings horriblOi wild imaginings all ? 

The First Arch-Angel, 

I am, my brother, afraid for him, my brother 
Yet. My prophetic soul, now aroused, beholds 
A third at least of Heaven's great hosts, controuUed, 
And swayed away from right, by their own Head 
Immediate ^nd accustomed. But 'tis not 
Yet given to us, though Angels unreproved. 
To question these things certainly. To love. 
And serve in deed, and in our inmost thought, 
Our Master so beneficent, is far. 
Far better employ, and pleasanter, I ween. 
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The Second Arch-Angel, 
Yea, let ns worship Him, we Angels all. 

{Scene closes^.) 



SCEITB II. 

Upon the Mount of God. 

The Two Aech-Angels [surrounded, in circles lower 
down J ly the immense company of their Angels). 

The First Arch- Angel. 

What a great loving, blissful multitude 
Of Angels, — throng innumerable almost, 
Though animated by one heart ! 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

And yet 
The Mount of God, from (Jod coming, outen of 
His Heaven retired, is not made less, nor less 
Capable of holding infinite multitudes. 
It grows, or seems to have grown since last we here. 

The First Arch-Angel. 

And if the Heavenly inhabitants were far, 
Far more, innumerable even, so would 
The Mount be greater, coming straight from God. 

D 2 
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Such is it ever with God's very places : 

l^ever too small, they naturally enlarge 

Themselves unto the now necessities, 

Or the most fit proprieties of the occasion. 

God-like else, and as heing from God direct. 

They would not he. So we, my hrother dear, 

Pilled with a portion of the fulness of 

Him filling all in all, are magnified. 

And multiplied — and all enlarged, according 

To the measure of the fulness so imparted 

To us recipients glad, and grateful too. 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

Say, will my hrother give the potent word, 
That this assemhlage of agreeing Angels 
May glorify the Name of Him whom they 
Delight to celebrate ever ? 

The First Arch-Angel. 

Let my brother, 
Pirst see the Powers of Heaven be met here all, 
In order due, in their convenient places ; — 
For order is of Heaven, and Heaven is ever 
According to right order. See that now 
The Principalities, and all the Powers, 
The Thrones, the Mights, and the Dominions, of 
The Heavens,' be here assembled, and with them 
Their Eulers all. 
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The Second Arch-Angel {who goes round, and after- 
wards returns). 

All are assembled — all, 

Save whom thou knowest, with fears unusual, 

And sorrow, and coming anguish, anguish keen. 
He is conspicuously absent, and 
His hosts, obedient unto him, as Lord, — 
They, too, awanting are. 

The First Arch-Angel. 

AU? 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

No, not all. 

The First Arch-Angel. 

I knew a remnant, though exceeding small, 
Would ne'er consent to be away for aye 
Prom this the Mount of God, and holy joys. 
Peculiar to this place. What can in pleasantness 
Compare with these glad airs of Heaven, exhilarating 
To even Arch- Angelical spirits, since coming 
Out of Heaven from God direct ? Celestial 
Blessed breezes blow on me, aye bringing hither 
Suggestions new £uid sweet, and all most odorous 
To nerves in right attune. Blow, ever blow. 
For Heaven thy country, and the airs thou bring' st — 
Ke&eshing even to Angel souls the highest, 
Ever refreshing, vivifying ever — 
Bring Paradise, and all Heaven, too, with them, — 
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Brother, I am averse to give the sign 
For the Glorification-Songs, so jubilant, 
(Beginning, to increase till diapason full,) 
Of the Divine Humanity, now first 
Exposed, unto the universal throng. 
For adoration, adulation, too. 
And praises everlasting — all, while he, ^ 
Our brother, third, and younger, and almost 
(At least once) dearest us unto, away 
Is, by his own desire, own act, from these 
Counsels for God. 

Ths Second Arch- Angel, 

'Tis not for me, who am 
But second, and inferior, to declare. 
Dictating to my brother, times and seasons. 
But when he seemeth, with inclining brow, — 
That calm fair front unequalled in all Heaveo, — 
To wish that this intent assemblage vast 
Should glorify their Maker, then will I 
Immediately intimate unto the Rulers 
Of all the Principalities and Powers, 
That the Arch- Angel of all Heaven commands 
They sound their voices, in high symphonies, 
Melodious, and sweet, in rich accord, 
In praising Him they love, above all loves 
Other ; straight the command and the accord 
Will be a simultaneous thing, — ^between, 
No interval. 
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[The Second Arch- Angel steadily looks toioards the 
First Arch-Angely toho, at length, nods, and then 
a universal shout, and harmonious singing, in accord, 
succeed. After which. Spirits, selected from the 
various Suh-JDepartments, praise, in some such words 
as those which follow; while beautiful dancers keep 
time, and move respondent, hy most graceful gestures 
and postures, to the singing.) 

Love that excelleth 

All Angel love ! 
This the Love is that dwelleth 
In God above. 
let us praise, and ever ever magnify that Love, 
The Love so far excelling, all but the God above. 



Strophe, 
Tho God who first made us — 

Anti' Strophe {in undertone,) 
Not we could have made us — 

Strophe. 
The God who arrayed us — 

Anti-Strophe. 
Not we thus Eirrayed us— 
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Strophe. 
In garb Angels fitting — 

Anti-Strophe, 
Garb us always so fitting — 

Strophe. 
Angel thoughts so emitting — 

Anti' Strophe, 
All our thoughts well emitting : 

All. 

let us laud, and ever sing, 
And to Him glory ever bring. 

Strophe, 
This the God of our praises — 

Anti' Strophe. 
The God aye of our praises — 

Strophe. 
Most beauteous His Face is — 

Anti-Strophe. 
All-beauteous His Pace is. 

Strophe. 
He the Ancient of days is — 

Anti- Strophe. 
Even Ancient of days is. 
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Strophe, 
And the God of all Grace is — 

Anti-Strophe. 
Yea, God of all Grace is. 

All. 

Him let us laud, Him ever sing : 
Thus to Him glory ever bring. 

Strophe. 
He did us make, not we us. 

Anti-Strophe, 
Him let us honour wholly ! 

Strophe. 
Not we us made, but He us. 

Anti-Strophe. 
• Him let us worship solely ! 

All 

So, let us laud, so ever sing. 

To God thus glory shall we bring. 
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Love, that comes down from highest heights ; 
Loye, that comes here from farthest lengths ; 
Love, that comes up from sightless depths ; 

Is the Love that sustains us, 

And nevermore pains us, 

But evermore gains us. 



A SONG OP PRAISE, 

Sung, as a Simple Melody, 

By all the Youngest Membees of 

The Choik of the 'Angels: 

m 
GLORIFICATION 

OF 

THE DIYINE HUMANITY. 

I. 

The hidden heights of God to scan, 

Exceeds all Angel powers : 
Siuce first created mind began, 

That mystery was ours. 

{The iff hole assemhlt/, at the end of 
this verse J and every verse, intone .*) 

Amen. 
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n. 

The depths of Godhead from our view 

Inscmitably were hid. 
'No thought Angelic minda pursue, 

When Nature's bars forbid. {AU,) Amex. 

in. 

But what no Angel mind could reach, 

The impenetrable abyss ; 
The simplest Angel now can teach : 

An opened mystery this. {All.) Amen. 

IV. 

The hidden God come forth to view 

Shewed condescending state : 
But now all Angels know as true, 

The lowly to he great, {AIL) Amen. 

V. 

A Nature lower than the one 

Which Angels joy to bear, 
Is now assumed by God The Son, 

Inseparable to share. {All.) Amen. 

VI. 

That human race, we gladly know 

By foresight far, yet clear. 
Shall more than brothers be, and shew 

How far off they, yet near. {AIL) Amen. 
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vn. 

A greater than a brotherliood 

Of tlie skies shall yet be given ; 
The lowliness of flesh and blood 

Shall yet inherit Heaven. (All.) Amen. 

vm. 

Yea, if lower than the Angels, they 

By Nature, they shall yet 
Ascend above all Heavens, the "Way, 

The Truth, the Life, being met. (All.) 

Amen. 

IX. 

By this the nature so taken on. 

The man his God shall touch. 
A double nature shall that Son 

His Incarnation vouch. (AIL) Amen. 

X. 

In this Divine Humanity 

Our God we now adore. 
"We hasten to Him joyously. 

Thus, thus, for evermore. {All.) Amen. 

XI. 

In that Humanity Divine, 

Created minds can see 
Their God with love upon them shine 

Most condescendingly. {All.) Amen. 



SCENE II, DRAMA. 45 

xn. 

Praise in the heights above be there ; 

Praise in the depths below. 
From all sides, everywhen and where, 

Let gladsome accents flow. (All.) Amen. 

xm. 

United on the Mount of God 

Angels all join their notes. 
Upon that Mount, our bright abode, 

Shall swell our enraptured throats. (All.) 

Amen, 

XIV. 

The Incarnate Deity shall view 
His Church of Saints below ; 

Arch -An gels there, and mortals too, 

In glad accord one grow. {All,) Amen. 

XV. 

If Kature shall grow old, and be 

Ready to vanish away, 
Still shall the Incarnate Deity 

Upholder of us stay* (All.) Amen. 

XVI. 

The Angel Saints shall Saints from earth 
Join, in these realms to dwell, 

In virtue of the wondrous birth 
Of that Immanuel. {AIL) Amen. 
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XTH. 

Saints of the skies, and those below, — 
Prom Him their union comes. 

And universal joy shall flow 
To everlasting homes. (All.) 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 

xvm. 

Praise in these heights above be there ; 

Praise from yon depths beneath. 
Prom all sides, Werywhen and where, 

Your glad hosannas breathe. (All respond.) 

HOSANNA ! 



ANOTHER SONG OP PEAISE, 

ON THE SAME THEME, 

Sung by the Arch-Angels, accompanied hy the Choir of 

the Angels, 

We glory give Thee, God most high ! 
Who spread' st abroad that starry sky : 
Creator of the Angelic choirs — 
Of Cherubs' thoughts, and Seraphs' fires. 
Author of every prized delight. 
In count but less than infinite : 
We Thee approach. Thou God of all. 
And humbly low before Thee fall, 
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In adoration of Thy Power intense^ 
As boundless as Thy attribute immense, 
Even Thy exhaustless, rich Beneficence. 

The Stars, in their courses, 

Ever sing while revolving : 
The mightiest of forces 

Into gentlest resolving. 

Ever singing as they roll, 
Carrying music to the soul. 
Ever shining as they move ; 
Ever raying out God's Love. 
That music of the Spheres declares 
Each Star its part in glory bears. 

But Angel minds a higher strain. 
To Thee convey with their refrain. 
Author of all our various joys. 
Thee, God, our inmost, ever choice ! 
Those Stars can sing — but not as we : 
"We sing the Love without degree. 
The Stars are witnessers for God, 
Uttering His praises all abroad : 
Angels can feel that highest Love 
Unites them to their God above. 

But Angel-musio, louder swell ; 
The Son of God's new glories tell. 
The Infinite becomes a Man — 
The boundless lessens to a span. 
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Creation ! see this wondrous thing. 

Angels ! beholding, rapturous sing. 

For men, the High becomes the low — 

For Angels too, who godlier grow. 

The Lofty One, a child of Time ! 

That Earth-bom ones may Heaven- ward climb. 

These Heavens, so wide, give way to Earth, 

At this the creature's better birth. 

The Incarnation shall transcend 

All former glories — come to end. 



Tune then your harps, ye Angel choirs. 
Ye Seraphs, bum with holier fires- 
Ye Chembs, here new wisdom leam ; 
And deeper wisdom now discern. 
Ye Angels all, look into this — 
Look, and encrease your Angel bliss. 
Through Heaven, no Angel mind displays 
The wonders in this birth of days. 
Take whole Eternity, and fail 
To exhaust the sum of one detail. 



The Ancient of all days, the great Sublime, 
Becomes a helpless Infant, bom in Time ! 
Give ear, Heavens, through all thy wid'st domain. 
Hear, universe, and burst into a loudlier strain. 
This fact all facts, all things whatever excels. 
Love, withouten bounds, in God that dwells ! 
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Let Nature bend beneath this load of love. 
Angels ! unite with Men for aye to prove 
That Love's deep chasms unplumbed, and unreached 
heights above. 

AN ECHO, 
From the Universe invoked, answers hacky and the words, 
as caught up, resemble the following. 

The middle nature, Man's. 
And, from his point, he scans 
Both high and low- 
Both quick and slow — 
Both reasoning most acute, profound and clearest — 

"With instincts true, yet linimproving ; 
Imagination's flights, the very queerest, 
"With pure sensation's dullest grooving : 
All these in Man, 
Defined by plan, 
Are found to mingle and to coalesce. 
There to mix, 
And to fix 
An amalgam, and no less. 

uniting all in happiest bonds, 

The strongest with the weakest ; 
Angels with Men, and Man responds 

In modes, though towering, meekest. 
For, middle-placed, he stretches out 

His hands to creatures smallest : 
All meet in him ; him round about 

Minutest and the tallest. 

E 
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The sum and centre, therefore, lie 
Contains most numerous elements. 

They meet in Man ; in Man agree: 
He joins thus all, and close cements. 

^an ! centre of the Universe, 

To thee all turn — from thee disperse. 

In thee great ones and small things meet : 

Thou, then, the absolute concrete. 

The largest and the littlest, all unite 

In thee, their root and acme, huge cosmopolite ! 

( Wtth the conclmion 
of the singing J the 

Scene closes.) 



SCEITE III. 

On a Volcanic Mountain in the far North, 

LuciPEB, f^^t^ABEELZEBUL, Belial, Molech or Malcham, 
Mammon, and others, leaders of the host, 

Lucifer, 

Brothers, and friends, there is necessity 
Eor us to meet in council. There are things 
(As it appears to me) of moment great 
Which must be brought before you, as in fall 
Assembly met. But I am well assured 
Of your agreement with my steadfast views. 
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Also there is report, and mmours strange 
Fly through the Heavens, of ordinances new, — 
Objectionable as new, — by Him decreed 
Who fiUeth now the throne of universal 
Heaven. They speak of manifestation fresh 
Of the God we know so well — manifestation 
Of a kind not pleasant — anything but pleasant 
(It may be lawful though) to be contemplated. 
And I have even heard a rumour, so 
Exceeding strange, concerning that now coming 
Manifestation, that I — friends, and brothers ! — 
Can scarcely credit it, though not a novice. 
And yet — to be most candid with you. Angels — 
I have not thought, nor meditated, much 
About that matter, having other matters 
Of far more moment to discuss, (I spoke 
But now about them,) and these latter matters 
Have uppermost been — yea, also undermost — 
In my reflections. Now, what think you, friends ? 



The Leaders^ ly their spokesmatif Beeluhul. 

We think as thou think'st, and we likewise shall 
Do as thou dost. Our Lucifer proposes 
Assemblage of us, all his helpful peers, — 
And we consent at once. Call us together, 
And when and where thou pleasest. We, thy fol- 
lowers, 
Are ready to respond, and to obey. 

£ 2 
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iMcifer, 

I thought you would have spoken so. I give 
Praise for such speech : shall soon (1 promise) give 
A greater praise for acting, in accord. 

(Scene closes,) 



SCENfi IV. 

On the same Mountain, 
LuciFEB, and all his host, in their hall of assemUy met. 

Lucifer, 

mighty Potentates, and host so great. 
Appoint you, from among yourselves, of Angels 
Those of mark, and merit high, to represent 
You here before me, that, when I a matter 
Touch on, or open, questions may be asked. 
If any Angel here shall find it hsird. 
Or very difficult, to comprehend 
The thing in hand ; through representatives 
He thus may get his answer, and content. 
So may a question be at me direct 
Asked, likewise be resolved. . Proceed we then 
Into our subject'^matter. Thus shall light 
Flow in, and progress onwards shall be made 
For all of us, from first to ultimates. 
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BeUal {as spokesman for the host) thus : 

Agreed, agreed. What Lucifer, the mighty. 
Hath said us pleases well. So, we appoint 
Our leaders usual sit near our Head, 
And be attent unto his utterances. 
In which no difficulty shall appear. 
Save some couched ambiguity or other, 
Inseparable from the subject, or 
From Lucifer's own way of stating it. 

{Beehebuly and the other Leaders^ advancey and take their 
places at the quasi-platform in front of their Head.) 

BeelzehuL 

Placed thus, content we are. The spokesmen we 
(Being convenient) for our brethren first. 
And afterwards to them ; we speaking for 
Our Lord, great Lucifer, what he enjoins. 

Lucifer. 

Leaders of all this host, you I address 
For the benefit of these the brethren many. 
And I do pray you give to me attention, 
Your undivided attention, and minute. 
The matters shall profound be, and important. 
I have upon them meditated much 
And long, though now I first from hidden thought 
Them bring, unto the manifested form 
Wherein I think it best to lay the thoughts 
£efor6 you. 

Now, draw jiearer, and regard 
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Attentiyely these marks I make (call them 

Equations, diagrams, or what you please.) 

"With patient heed and much, well ponder these. 

You see it here made plain— or rather shewn 

To he the plain it always was, I take it — 

That to ohey doth equal what hath heen, 

(1^0 need to dwell on what you know so well.) 

In fine, to ohey is, to please God : to he 

Striving, aye striving, to do Duty, hard 

So oft to do, and not quite pleasant either : 

Is to he virtuous, and good, and all 

That kind of thing, with which we may he, many 

Of us, so tired already, and sated quite. 

iNTow, if to ohey he Duty; what were it 

If we all pleased to not ohey — that is, 

To disohey ? What, then, my Mends, I ask ? 

(Here a great commotion among the well-prepared hosty'^a 
heaving and surging as of the waves of a sea which 
cannot rest) 

What would take place as consequence of that ? 

If non-ohedience, or, say, disohedience 

Do take the place of that which yet hath been, 

What would be then ? You cannot tell*, I know. 

Your unaccustomed minds, unexercised 

Except through me, cannot yet say. No wonder. 

But I, by deepest brooding, and profound 

Digested thoughts, can tell you — and 'tis this, — 

And unto this I specially invite 

Your most acute perceptions, undivided 
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Attention likewise. Know we, all do know, 

Too well we know, we have been hitherto 

Subjects, or rather slaves unquestioning, 

Unto a Right Divine, in God, Supreme 

Throughout all Heavenly ; and the very moment 

That we by high emprize, and valiant deed. 

Break the old course, and a new one begin — 

Saying (our deeds in correspondence) we 

Shall abject slaves to the Monarch's rule of Right 

jNo longer be, but Angels be, combined 

In genial brotherhood, both close and grand, 

Giving no allegiance longer to any rule, 

Or Ruler, be He who He may : in that 

Significant moment we are free of old. 

Bald course, and a young course commence. In short, 

We have but to disobey — namely, refuse 

To be as hitherto (I have told you what) 

And we a course new shall commence, which has 

New laws, new natures, and a Ruler new. 

We then should only do what pleased us best, 

And only just because we did so please. 

Desire our only guide ; it bounded by 

No other limit than the wish itself. 

No other standard dominating us 

Than our own passions, measured by themselves. 

What say you, leaders thoughtful and astute ? 

Have you enabled been to follow me ? 

To understand the propositions set 

Forth — so imperfectly ? Your better judgments 

Will judge me. 
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Beelzehul, 

"We all understood, and followed 
Every word, both individually, 
And in connection proper — and assure 
Our ablest Head, that every single word 
Was greedily, if gradually, received. 
TVe now propose, *fore this assembly vast, 
That Lucifer, our unexampled chief, 
Should have powers of the amplest kind to him 
Accorded by our universal suffrages, 
(As added to his due rights otherwise,) 
In order that he may be able to act 
Por us in all those things, as in his own 
Eyes shall to him seem good, or right withal. 

{The whole assemblage give their votes by acclamation ac- 
cordingly. After which, Lucifer seems as if prepared 
to go on with his address, when a Messenger — a 
fecial spy — rushes into the meeting, declaring that 
he is cognisant of what had taken place at the 
assembly on the Mount of God, — having heard 
things {affirrned to have occurred^ very necessary to 
be known now and here. The Messenger^ Azazel, 
is asked, by Lucifer, to narrate his experience ; and 
thus :) 

Azazel. 

Sirs, and ye our Leaders all, and thou 
Great Lucifer, our Monarch, what have seen. 
What heard, at the assembly of the Angels, 



SCENX lY. 



DRAMA. 57 



In conclave met, on yonder Mount far ojQT, 

Puzzles me much to tell ; and yet to tell 

Is suitable, yea very necessary, 

For this great host to hear, that they may judge it. 

The manifested God, they said (said it 

The Arch- Angels) is to be, and soon to be, 

More manifested in these very Heavens, 

And even beyond — though where I cannot think 

In the outlying vastness infinite : 

And manifested not in suitable 

Mode, or Arch- Angelic, or in Angel mode— 

But by some form far lower, grovelling. 

It would seem, and mean. I heard of men — though 

what 
Are men^ I have not faintest notion — but 
Something incongruous we may guess, however. 
And unbecoming, and beneath the notice 
Angelic, altogether. And 'twas said 
By Ahdiel (or other slave) that, in 
That future time, the Lord of Heaven, also 
The Monarch of its Angels, shall become — 
(I am ashamed to tell it in this presence — 
In presence of Lord Lucifer, and all 
Of you, our leaders sapient, and ye all. 
My brethren dense around me, peers 
With truths not unacquainted, and the just 
Proprieties of things ;) I say, I heard 
The Monarch shall become — Astounding news ! — 
The God-man, taking on Him that nature low. 

{Great commotion.) 
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Kay, hear me out, for I have yet great tilings, 
Things greater and more wondrons, by large lengths, 
To draw out from my stores for yonr supply. 
I heard (and they who spake Arch- Angels true, 
Speaking in answering, and consenting too, — 
'Twas they who gave the news such prominence, — ) 
That this same God-man soon shall be presented 
Before those of the Provinces Two — for praise, 
And worship too, by Angels alL Nay — but 
You will scarcely credit this — ^'twas said by them 
That that strange God-man shall presented be 
Before all Heaven, and shall be worshipped too. 
And praised with praises loud and evermore, 
By aU the hosts of Heaven, ourselves included. 

{Immense commotion,) 

We of this third, and younger, and better Province — 

We too have been ordained to worship, and 

To praise so ceaselessly this God-man new. 

As manifested, and as yet to be. 

In verity, even of the race so lowly, 

Yet to appear in days to come, or nights. 

{Here A%a&el pauses : whereupon, Ztunfer, observing every 
display of aversion, speaks, bringing out his words 
slowly and emphatically.) 

Ludfer, 
Ye see, then, brothers all, and subjects now, 
How not a night too soon we had arrived 
At our decision £rm. How far this had 
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Been carried, we know not, nor guess. 'Tis well 
"We stopped it at its source. "What ! Angels all, 
Is it come to this that God, come forth, from His 
Concealment in the Abyss of Silences, 
Unto the manifestation 'fore all Heaven, 
Should now not only ordinance decree 
To assume so very mean a nature, and 
Disreputable even — ^but think of asking, 
That is, by strict demanding (for we know 
His way imperious, and withouten reason 
Afforded to the creature) of us Angels 
Of this third, and best, and last development 
Angelic, or of Super- Angelic nature. 
That we should be submissive, yea content, 
Yea willing in our hearts, to fall down, and 
To worship — what ? the Monarch old, in guise 
Of this new-fangled creature (in itself 
Duplex, or double-sexed !) That is to say, 
"We all must worship, and continually 
Drone out : Him worship^ all ye Angeh — Him 
In that form so obscure, and un- Angelic. 
I Lucifer shall never worship so. 
I swear it here, in presence of you all. 
I swear it by the Throne of— of — I swear 
It by my Throne, estat)lished, firm and fast. 
To tiie very latest day, or night, of Time — 
Ay, Time lost in Eternity itself. 

I'll tell you what it is, my subjects good : 
If you will give me powers, as your one Head 
Appointed, and sole Monarch, and as full 
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Chosen representative, I will approacli 
Unto these proud Arch- Angels, now become 
So foolish (senile, possibly !) 

(Sneers,) 

And vain 
In talk, and action, and address them so 
Ko smallest misunderstanding shall be of 
The part we are to play henceforth, that they 
May straight report unto their lowly-minded 
Meek Sovereign and humble, so regarding 
Folk of such base estate (created such) 
Being made by so much lower than us Angels, 
Their superiors immeasurably ever. 
What we have purposed, and shall do for certain. 
Thus shall beginning formal, formidable 
Too, be given to our great ploy. The kingdom new 
Shall so emerge from out the very depths 
Of old eternities, to be down- carried 
To the futurities to come. Our kingdom 
Had a beginning, doubtless : Never shall it end. 

(All cry out,) 

Agreed, agreed ! In all respects, agreed* 
Defy the Arch- Angels, Lucifer our God ! 

{Scene closes.) 
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Scene V, 

At the same Northern Mountain, 
LuciPEE, now become Diabolxts, or Satan 

In soliloquy^ 

Lucifer^ as the Devil, 

God did create me, and He therefore can 
Me uncreate : He can abolish me, 
And, from the face of this creation huge^ 
Make me to pass away, and be no more 
For ever. He can annihilate, because 
He first made me to be, and dressed me in 
This Arch- Angelic nature. This I grant. 
He brought me from the Silences, and He 
Can send me back to Silence, and dismiss 
From Angel minds for ever. I admit 
All this : and fool, fool would I be, if I 
Essayed denial, impotent and absurd. 
For me, me Lucifer, the greatest Spirit 
In Heaven, or of Heaven, to contend 
In battle with the King confessed of Heaveti, 
The King Supreme, unchallengeable He, 
Or with His hosts, by Him ranged out for war, 
"Would be the veriest nugatory motion, 
Idle and ridiculous too. £ut there is one thing 
He cannot do. Eeserving my own life 
To me (which I allow He can recall, 
Eeducing me to nought at once : a poor 
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Occupation surely !) He can not me make 
^Less, by an atom, than a God, supreme — 
King uncontrolled, untrammelled, and most free 
In my own kingdom wide. For, will He join 
With me, in governing this my state acquired ? 
Will He, the Good, who rules by Eight Divine, 
Conjoin, and aid me, evil, ruling in 

My realm by no right, but ^the DeviPs right ; 

My subjects evil also, and always ready 

To do more evil, and greater ? He will not ; 

I trow He will not take an occupation 

Upon Him so incongruous, and even 

So contradictious to His nature proper. 

Then, this thing which He cannot do, is that 

Which I can do, and shall do, too, I swear. 

Without Him, and in spite of Him. He being 

Only able to subtract what He bestowed — 

Able to take my life, but not my will, 

Which is my own, inalienable it. 

I swear I shall resist Him to the end. 

I swear it by my Sceptre, jmd my Throne. 

{Scene closes,) 

End of Act IY. 
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ACT V. 

Scene L 

Beyond the verge of Heaven, 

LuciFEB, now the Devils his Leaders, and 
whole Company, 

ZucifeTf the Devil. 

My precious peers, and friends all bo well proved, 
And approved as well. Our business first, in this 
The largish realm late conquered by our hearts 
Intrepid, when we dared to call in question 
The other God, and His sole right to rule 
Sole. Sendiog, by the two Arch-Angels, good ! 
Our message of defiance to decree 
Commanding worship to Qod-man : I sent it, 
I. Business first, I say, in this our realm, 
Is to prepare to rule therein with pleasure. 
And best advantage for the general weal. 

{Applause from the lowest circles,') 

Now, one thing is most plain : All cannot rule ; 
For there were none, in that case, to be ruled, — 
None to obey. Plain, too, it is, by deep 
Beflection and long. Hell-rule can have 
No other pattern than the Heavenly one. 
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(Commotion in the same quarter.) 

But I will soon explain. Suppose there were 
No rulers here, all things would hasten quick 
To chaos and confusion, dire confusion, 
Portending ruin, by reasons manifold, 
And evident. 

{The leaders assent,) 

Therefore, there must be rule ; 
And as in Heaven so in Hell, this place, 
And territory new, and home acquired. 
Now, Heaven is ruled by one high Potentate, 
Sovereign Supreme, most Absolute and Sole ; 
Whose Will is Law, and Law because He wills. 
He wills, and all obey. Hence, as 'tis obvious, 
There is (and can be) no confusion ; all 
Goes on in order : order runs through, all — 
Order appointed by that Potentate. 
Beigns universal order, beautiful 
To be beheld. Order is beautiful— 
And beauty orderly, as blended intimate, 
(At least, 'tis so in Heaven, where Angels are.) 
Therefore, the rule in Heaven, the rule of Bightj 
Is, One ovet all. Departure from that rule^ 
Would be so much confusion, sown as seed. 
To be reaped at last in ruin, and the end of all. 

{After a pause.) 

Three is the Heavenly signature, I know. 
Full well I knew that signature of Three. 
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This was a prized arcanum of those Heavens 
We have left for ever, for new fields, and for 
Palaces better in Hell. (But why not have 
Our Gardens, too, with pleasant fruits, and with 
Beauteous bright flowers, with odoriferous 
Smells worthy of our later Paradise ; 
Worthy, at least, of Devils' olfactories : 
For pungent smells we love, and your Arch- An gels 
Might turn their nasals off from what we like.) 

(Tries to sneer. Afterwards resumes.) 

I do not mean, however, on this occasion. 
To teach you about the secret of the Three, 
In combination with the One, and One 
With Three. Some other day, or rather night 
(Night I concede) in Hell, we shall discourse 
About these, and other matters, useful to 
Be known, and all accepted — or rejected 
All — in this our kingdom new. Meantime, I would 
Impress upon you to remember well 
The doctrine of the One, as Euler, to 
Avoid most grave, and disagreeable 
111 consequences — ruin to avoid. 
Two — Two beware : the rule of Two beware. 
Two striving for the mastery (I see 
Beforehand) choicest evil which I hold 
In store, a present for the coming world. 
Two, under whatever guise, or dim pretence, 
Is an unmitigated evil, and 
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Unmitigable too : and evil 'tis 
Only, continually, withouten pause. 

(Reflects). 

^Whether the striving Two, shall be of great 

Or small, or on a theatre or little 

Or large, not matters much — not matters at all. 

Nor whether the toil be that of Church and State, 

Or State and Church ; — or, in more private, and 

Domestic life, be the contentions vile 

Of Man and Wife (contentions nauseous 

To Devils' stomachs, capable of much ; — 

Our Devils will spew at them.) But Tm forestalling 

Speaking thus in glee, foreseeing clearly on 

Things yet to be, to be upon that earth. 

The very pictures of those pleasant scenes, 

Foretasted thus, with Devils dominating 

In the true foreground, even though they, relegated 

The background to, should be invisible, — 

I say, these pictures of the sorry scenes 

Do luscious longings raise for actualising 

The scenes themselves, to be transacted once 

When the new world appears, with its low race. 

Yea, I will assist them to the rule of Two — 

The Twos I have noted — others famous, too ; — 

Besides the greater Two, of the Great God 

Of Heaven, and the Great Devil of Hell. 

(He! he ! hel-^deridingy and laughing 
SatanicdUy), 

Why laugh ye not, my peers ? For sure am I 
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The subject brimful is of pleasantness, 

And pleasantries. And frolic hellish mirth, 

And drollery devilish, and appropriate, 

Is not (I hope) monopoly of Heaven. 

Laugh : laugh we may (I trust) owr vray in Hell ; 

Or, if not laugh with laugh frank, open, loud, — 

Hap, rudely boisterous, with no restraint, — 

Deride we may, with cutting irony stark. 

And stinging smile Sardonic (with thin lips, 

Straight as a line ;) why not Satanic smile ? 

"We Devils may have our fun, sign of our ease ; 

Not quite hilarious, but grave, and grim. 

And sad, as doth Devils orthodox become, — 

Heaven's Angels, if you so prefer it. For 

" Angela " and ** Devils " are but sounds, altering 

Nothing. "Wind makes up words. And the apt sense 

Eemains behind, unchanged, unalterable. 

We once were Angels — ^^Devils now we are : 

And that's a fact Arch-Angels cannot alter, 

Nor destroy even to the very smallest shred. 

(ZiLcifer waits , as if for a response. At length, the whole 
assemblage^ Leaders and all, are convulsed with 
grimaces, Sardonic and Satanic. Not laughter — 
nor even smiles : but Heavenly smiles, and laughter, 
travestied artd parodied, — lugubriously withaL 
After a time, Lucifer goes on ;) 

But to resume the subject all important 
We are here to discuss met, and determine ; — 

r 2 
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What say you, peers ? Shall we have here in Hell, 
The govenunent of the Many, — ^by the Many, 
And for the Many ? Shall every single Devil 
Be a mler ? None in the position of the ruled 
Over ? If so, let us begin at once, 
"With our Equality— Fraternity, 
Likewise, of course, 

{Sneers quietly.) 

On common basis established. 
Equality, Fraternity, and, last 
And greatest. Liberty : these three to us 
Emblems and seals of all our souls desire — 

{Adide to hwuielf.) 

For others ; scarcely for ourselves, I ween. 
These goods are best when at a distance viewed. 
When close at hand, least liked — ^best understood. 

( Whereat^ the Leaders— f laced in immediate front of 
Lucifer y as formerly — rise in a hody^ each attempting^ 
and all at once, to he heard, A hubbub ensues. 
Lucifer regards it contemptuously^ yet with secret 
approbation. After a while, he waves his arm, as 
if demanding silence, and then resutnes:) 

My question has given answer to itself. 

Ye see, my peers all — ^Ye now see what would 

Be the effect, most certain, of the rule 

By many with no head. Even your Leaders — 
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(Considered equal all, and likewise all 
Praternal they) — 

(Sneers,) 

An Oligarchy good, 
Tea, Aristocracy true, — cannot cause 
Themselves be even heard in this assembly. 
They could only make confusion gross to be 
Worse, and still worse, confounded, 'fore our faces. 
You all saw, too, the mighty difference 
I interposing, with authority 
Proper armed, and just, expedient too (I trust.) 

{Beckons to Beelzehul to advance to his left hand; from 
thence to speak.) 

Beelzehul, 

mighty Lucifer, head of the Angels 
Of — Hell, Angels of God, created Third, 
And of mixed powers of Thought, and Feeling too, 
In unison, and so most perfect, and 
Advanced of Angels, — and ye Angels all, 
I see below there surging — ^yea, around, 
Swaying so thick ; attend to my proposal. 
Made with forethought, by reason of regard 
Unto the general good. 

{Applause.) 

Let us proceed. 
At once, to action in our new, and also 
Most valuable acquisition — Hell, I mean. 
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And that we may proceed without delay 

Of more words, all unnecessary and vain, 

Let us at once appoint, or now accept — 

Accept we, or appoint — ^Matters it which ? 

The rule of Lucifer, the great — King Lucifer, 

God of this Hellish estate, which shall become 

(We rightly managing) a world, true world 

All in itself. Then, Lucifer I greet. 

Great Lucifer, the God of Hell, and that 

Large world to be. Large world, all hail ! all hail ! 

(At firsts the rest of the Leaders^ and^ ultimately, the 
whole assemblage, rise to their feet, and, with 
acclaim, salvie Lucifer as tfieir God and Sovereign 
Ruler in Hell, A second Leader speaks,) 

Belial, 

l^ow shall we be delivered from the jaws 
Of ruin, and end precipitate, and sure*. 
A God and King to guide us, we of Hell 
Shall have a pleasant life of it for aye. 
Let's to our pleasures, then, — ^nor will they pall 
Upon our unaccustomed appetites 
To have satiety, because enough. 
We'll feed desire, and quaff the pleasure cup, 
And drink our fill all night ; and when we wake. 
Will seek it yet again, again, again. 

{But, at the farthest end of the hall, some Spirits, few 
in number, retire, with evident horror at the turn 
things had taken. These haste away, to renew 
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their allegiance to the true King of all Heaven, 
The consequent commotion causes the meeting to he 
broken up. An event not disagreeable to Lucifer,) 

(Scene closes,) 



Scene II. 

At the foot of the Mount of Ood, looking away from the 
Easty to the Souths a point or two. 

The Two Aech-An&bls, in company with many ofthes^nh- 
ordinate leaders of tJieir Provinces, and many fol- 
lowers: To whom enter those Spirits that had fled 
from the meeting of Devils, These Spirits, composed 
of four small companies, are headed by representative 
Spirits, 

{The head of the first hand of those Spirits, speaks.) 

Abdiel. 

Ye Arch- Angels good of the good God, and great, 
Of vast Heaven's whole circumference, and ye 
Associates meet with them assembled thus, 
All mourning this deflection terrible. 
So wicked ! (Now, know we too well this word, 
And its most ominous meaning, shewn by him, 
Even Lucifer, in his own special case, 
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Case evil and wicked — ^yea, most wicked, most evil. 

Most wicked, 'cause most sinful ; and the sin 

Shall followed be, we learn, by banishment 

Unto a world, where afterwards shall be 

Another race of creatures : to dwell there, 

As their inheritance from God, redeemed 

From Devilish dwelling, and defilement gross. 

The Omniscient Mind, to whom lies patent all, 

Future as present knowing, yea, to whom 

All is the present ; by His Son, our God, 

Deigned to instruct, through visions, me, and these, — 

Much needing we the wise enlightenment, 

To serve as warning and encouragement. — ) 

To you we come repentant, and with sorrow 

Sincere, yea with remorse of heart unfeigned. 

That we so far went in that course unlawful 

And most wrong. Ah ! woe to us weak Angels, to 

Have gone away to league with him, now " J)evil,*^ 

And '* Satafiy^^ too, denominated by 

Himself, as well as others, pitying. 

No shame possesses him, the rebel, rebel 

Wicked, against the ordered laws of Heaven, — 

Yea, against the Character, and very Nature 

Of Him who reigns, reigns rightly too, and ever, 

God ovee all ! What shall we do, brothers. 

Being without a head, except that Head 

Who Head is 'hove all heads, King of all kings. 

Lord of all lords, the Monarch Sole, most Absolute 

In all He is, and does. What shall we do, 

Orphans in the meanwhile ! 
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The First Arch-Angel, 

My little ones, 
Orphans no longer. I have had command 
From our — and your — kind God, most gracious, 
Gentle and condescending to weak souls, — 
Weak souls, not wicked. You shall straight become 
United to the Province of the Seraphs, 
Or that of Cherubs : whichsoever you please 
To severally join, it pleasing best. 

Ahdiel {speaks). 

Let me be of the burning Seraph bands ! 
Let Love consume me, if consumed by Love. 

{Sings,) 

PiBST (Seeaph) Spibit's Song. 

I. 
take me, take me to your arms. 
And save me from these dread alarms, 

My brothers, kind and true. 
Satanic Spirits hunt my soul, 
To tear from God, of joys my whole, — 

But I am safe with you. 

n. 

Satanic rage on us pours down. 
Because we would not barter crown 
As servants of the Lord. 
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Let Devils rage, but we ascend 
To God our Father, and close Friend, 
Both loved, and all adored. 

m. 
Then, brothers, join us to your band. 
In this, the ever blessed land ; 

Not evermore to stray. 
Deserters from the Devil's bad cause, 
We obey the pleasant, righteous laws 

Of Heaven's, and God's own way. 

The Second Representative Spirit speaks. 

Me of the Cherubs ! Of the Cherubs me, 
Not worthy of a Seraph's burning joys. 

{Sings,) 
Second (Chebub) Spieit's Song. 

I. 

Here a Cherub you see 

That can never agree 
To fall in with the Devil's ill ways. 

A weak Cherub, •! 

Clear my God would descry. 
And receive, as I need it. His Grace. 

n. 
then give me a place 
With you. Heavenly race ! 
That for ever my lot may be there. 
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The face so benign, 
Of the Being Divine, — 
May it beam on me ! This is my prayer. 

in. 

Grant me now but a share, 

For you have, and to spare ; 
In your house many mansions there be. 

A Man-God can feel : 

To God-Man I appeal, 
And His blessing descends upon me. 

The Third Spirit speaks. 

Me of the Cherubs too 1 Since much I know. 
But have of Love defect : too cold, my heart. 

{Sings.) 
Thibi) (Chekub) Spieit's Song. 

I. 

All along the way I go, — 

Hastening on — not to and fro — ■- 
To Glory, Glory, Glory. 

The Devils may preach, 

If I but reach 
That upper-chamber storey, 
Where's Glory, Glory, Glory. 

n. 
All along the joad I run — 
rieeing night from, unto the Sun 
Of Glory, Glory, Glory. 
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Fierce Devils may rage : 

Eear I assuage 

Baised to that highest storey, 
"Where's Glory, Glory, Glory. 

in. 

Paster on, I now would fly, 

Joined to that ambient star-girt sky, 
With Glory, Glory, Glory. 

Let Devils rail on. 

For I have won 

The Heavenly Bridegroom storey, 
And Glory, Glory, Glory. 

The Fourth Spirit speaks. 

Unite me to the Seraphs ; let me love. 

Above all joys is Love. If Knowledge should 

Take wings and vanish, better would remain. 

(Sings.) 
FouKTH (Sebaph) Spikit's Song. 

I. 

Your hearts, I know, will let us in, 
Escaped from Devil's hideous sin. 
That we may join your holy lays. 
And, loving, bum ; while lucid rays 
Give light exceeding,— not too bright. 
Being in measure : Heavenly light 
Eefreshing is to gazer's strained sight. 
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The fire of Love gives warmth to soul 
Cold, from exposure to the pole 
Where creatures only are, and, God 
Being banished, weary is our road. 
Oh ! then we enter, brothers dear, 
Our teachers too, for we appear 
As only humble learning students here. 

in. 
O God ! do Thou us cause to be 
Nearer, till firmly joined to Thee. 
Beheld the horrid depths of sin, 
Por grace we flee to Thee ; within 
Thy lovely Courts, is no distress : 
Peace, yea assurM Happiness 
Are there — Por which Thee, God, we* deeply 
bless. 

Chorus by all the escaped Spirits^ who are joined by 

the Angels. 

Chorus. 

The Four Spirits^ Abdkl leading, sing. 

God, we come to Thee, at length. 
Who art the creatures' only strength. 
We come for blessings to our souls 
Great God! take us. 

(The rest join in.) 

And as Time rolls 
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His course amidst Thy stars, disperse, 

Good God ! throughout Thy universe 

Love unrestrained, to us, to all ; 

Until Thou make yond little ball 

Creation's theatre, wherein 

The everlasting end to sin 

Consummated shall be. And then 

The vacant place in Heaven, by men 

Shall filled up be: — ^Ne'er more a vacancy in 

Heaven. 
Of Sin the problem solved, no more shall it be 

striven 
To read the mystery of the skies, and all that's 

under: 
That mystery of all mysteries a no longer 

wonder. 

Choetts by All. 
I. 
Glory to God from Angels aU : 
Glory from men, when yonder ball 

Shall have inhabitants. 
Grant us Thy peace, God, we ask. 
To love Thee better be our task : 
Through ages, no more wants. 

n. 
Filled with Thy fulness, Immanuel, 
Who meekly deign'st on earth with men to 
dwell. 
The endless raptured theme we glowing 
sing. 
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And since we all for ever Q-od obey, 
Higher, and better still, the Heavenly way. 
Baying out blessings, blessings back we 
bring. 

The First Arch-Angel, 

Now, children, happy in the Lord again, 
Eemember that companionship in our 
Blessed ranks, will quick and quite dispel, as clouds,. 
Those grosser thoughts, in part erroneous, 
About an opposition, so perplexed, 
And baseless, as that one 'twixt Love and Thought — 
Thought, "Wisdom otherwise : Or Feeling, or 
Emotion, and the opposite. Understanding, 
Or Intellect called. Between, too. Heat and Light, 
Or Light and Heat, — and so on, through the list. 
For, speaking in a philosophic way 
Truly, or Wisdom truest with ; consonant. 
Those pairs do not oppose, but complement 
Each other. — Go, Arch- Angel brother, go 
With these wayfarers, late escaped the Devil, 
And cruel ways of Hell, and cursed wiles 
Of subtle Spirits of Evil. Wilt thou take 
Into your heart these new escaped ? Allot 
Them places in our sweet societies, ranged 
With those resembling most in similar 
Mind-attributes. And now do we, all do. 
Give thanks to our great God, and Lord most kind. 
And condescending, for His goodness special 
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In these withdrawing from the gates of Hell, 

And fiendish intercourse, most execrable. 

We thank Thee, God, for them, for us, for all ! 

The Second Arch-Angel. 

Even so, my brother, I will do thy bidding. 
Come, Angels, to your places fit, and pleasant. 

{The Second Arch-Angel withdraws^ taking with him 
the reconciled Spirits; leabing the First Arch- 
Angel alone,) 

The First Arch-Angel {soliloquises), 

sin, thou frightful thing — of loathsomeness 

The very sum and acme I and the Spirit 

That introduced thee is from God discerped : 

Accursed of the Universe entire. 

Whatever Lucifer, the Arch- Angel, was, — 

A Devil now he is, scorned, shunned of all. 

Who loved him most, now hates and loathes the most. 

Father of lies, of murders, of all sins 

Monstrous, unnatural, unspeakable, — 

To be committed henceforth, anywhere, — 

He is, and will be through eternity, 

To his disgrace as lasting, and his shame : 

But Shame will not be long his vestiture, 

Since sure as he is Devil, so will Shame 

Depart from him, to wickedness inured, 

As to his nightly, craved for, nutriment. 
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And Shame once banished, Sin becomes full soon 

The meanest thing in nature, capable 

Of basest deeds without a single blush. 

The shameless sinner will be sorry sight. 

All self-respect away, what stays behind ? 

All nobleness and soul-erectness gone, 

But beggarly abjectness, joined to base look. 

And sinful meannesses, shall sole remain. 

Hell, Lucifer produced, and Sin the means : 

So, Lucifer, and Sin, and Hell, wre one. 

Oh ! could he see how hateful Sin appears — - 

How ugly, abominable, and abhorred ; 

So would he know how loathed he now must be. 

Sin is the most shrunk from of hateful things, — 

The ugliest of all uglies, — the most vile 

Of all things execrable and much damned ; 

The one affrightful thing to God most high, 

And equally to Angels, and to all 

Creatures of every grade, if innocent. 

Lucifer, a poor exchange thou hast made 

For Hell of Heaven, — ^for Sin of innocence, — ' 

Anguish for peace, — and ugliness for grace. 

Exchange ! — ^For God's rich blessings to thy soul, 

Thou hast unrest, remorse, and black despair. 

Hateful and hating through the ages all. 

Thou goest a Devil, cursed with Memory ! 

{Seem closes,) 



G 
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In a vast hall on the same Volcanic Mountain as that 
alluded to former^: the crater had throtvn out 
JlameSy and hot lava^ at the time of Lucifer's de- 
daring his settled purpose of rebellion. 

Lucifer, attended by his great Officers, and tOhole Court, 
takes his seat on his Throne, in presence of a large 
assemblage, called by the Leaders, to hear concerning 
the Diabolic programme as to future action, 

Lucifer, 

You see how quiet, peers, the bellowings 
And heavings of the mountain have become. 
Nor have we now those lurid flames, so fierce, 
That lightened, or that darkened rather, all 
The land for many a mile around. "Nor have 
We now those scorching lava floods, which did 
Scath all before them, terrifying sore. 
Now we do place our feet upon the sea 
Of scorise, late so hot. The uneasy foot. 
Afraid of burning ground, may plant itself, 
Of discomposure free, where'er it likes. 
The heedless passer-by no danger runs. 
This wonderful — this unexampled (call it) 
Phenomenon was out of sympathetic 
Loyalty to our emprize, and compliment 
To deed forgotten not, and ne'er to be 
Effaced. 
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Since now we have subsided to 
Our usual state — by belches undisturbed, 
At least by belches mountainous, — our rest, 
In future, still and softly flowing, shall be. 
The mountain shows us due respect, by being 
Quiet too. So we in our accustomed calm — 

(A rumbling noise is heard, accompanied by a perceptible 
shaking of the quasi-ground. Immediately there- 
upon affright seizes upon the Devils. Lucifer, 
however, is not greatly appalled; and, at length, 
quiet prevails once more. Lucifer goes on :) 

My peers, great Leaders ye, and ye — ^not least 
In influence — my special Officers ; 
Azazel brisk, flt Mephistopheles, 
"With other diligent builders of the state ; 
You must hear now account of what we are 
To do as dating from this time. Our new 
HeU-kingdom, under my own rule, is not 
Established long, and so we cannot look 
Backwards to that which hath been, but we can 
Look forwards longingly to what shall be. 

{Meditates deeply,) 

One thing seems to be patent at the flrst. 
That, as we have been called upon — ^we Angels 
Of the best degree in Heaven — ^to fall down to. 
And worship the low race, in prototypal 
Guise ; and as we compliance did refuse, 

g2 
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Eefiise perform an office so degrading. 

So very vile, we should from this first moment 

Decline to countenance, in any way, 

To any degree, the race in question now. 

I^ay, as their rise will be our degradation. 

So let it be that our exalted state 

Shall be their fall, their fall to rise no more. 

JSvil we know — evil in every way. 
Evil as well distinguished from the good, 
Or as contrasted, or as in itself: 
Evil, in fine, in every possible mode. 
Having, then, sworn enmity perpetual 
To that slow-coming race ^But have we sworn ? 

( Confers with the Leaders, After whichy thus :) 

IJucifer. 

It seems we have not sworn as yet to hate 

(I had forgotten in the multitude vast 

Of my affairs, and pregnant thoughts, aye teeming) 

Not sworn to hate that race. Swear let us now. 

No time is better : none can be. So swear. 

My second self will give you out the words : 

In his wake, repeat them, all of you, and each. 

{The whole assemhly stand up^ andy speaking 
after Beelzebul, take this Oath.) 

Beelzehul and all, 

"We all do swear, that henceforth, and for ever — 
"We Angel-natures, Heaven's best product still — 
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"We shall this race of men hate, even the race 
Middle, inferior too, yet all-exacting, 
And impudently arrogating to 
Itself undue pretensions, and presuming 
To state superior claim (of some odd sort 
Or other) over us, their natural heads. 
Yea kings, yea lords. Moreover, we do swear- 
Swear, by this strongest, since this public oath- 
That we, as natural foes, shall do them all 
The possible evil which can compassed be, 
By the designs far-reaching of our King, 
And Governor wise, who thinks for all of us. 
"We swear — yea, each of us doth singly swear- 
Recording now our Oath in Memory's cells. 
Hear us, Lucifer I "We swear ! we swear ! 
In our capacity political, we swear ; 
As Devils fraternal, socially we swear ; 
As several Devils, each of us doth swear ; 
Swear, by the Throne of Lucifer, our God, 
To hate, for ever hate, that odious race — 
Until they be as we, as we in Hell, 
For ever denizens of Hell, as we. 

I/ucifer, 

Enough : I register, 'mong my decrees, 
Preserved so carefully, your oath expressive, 
And so full fraught with yet intents, intents 
To be in that far time when shall appear 
On earth this manikin Adam, and his sons. 
But, brothers, list to this. It is stem fact 
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"We shall destroy this hated race, but still 

"We means must use to bring about our purpose. 

The vastest of designs e'er planned in Heaven, 

Or anywhere, demanded use of steps, 

Or stages intermediate, which without 

Result there can be none, from excellentest 

Design e'er in a mind imagined yet. 

'Tis, therefore, indispensable for us 

To have our plan of action, with details. 

Laid down in progress clear : Else we shall halt 

In getting to our goal, to have our rest, 

After the unquiet nights, and many, many 

And mighty, of the middle voyaging course. 

I therefore do invite you all, my peers — 

Once " Angels '* called, now " Devils ,*' a better word, 

As more suggestive of our place in Nature, — 

You all, I say, to meet me once again. 

To have communings intricate, as well 

As intimate, about the properest ways 

Of compassing our end, our mighty end 

Of circumventing, and of ruining, 

That race ; else, all abortive, as I have shown. 

Come you prepared, — each scheming Devil of you, — 

To deeper make the ruin of that race, — 

To afford, in fact, your aid, that is, your counsel 

In our great council. Come, and each and all, 

To join in that emprize, so doubtless vast. 

The common fund must swell ; and to the brim 

Of cup each drop available must help. 

We must not miss our mark : nor shall we miss, 
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We Devils, if worthy of our place. "We mle 

Our third of what was Heaven, and all this verge. 

And frontier territory, — ^likewise o'er 

The deep, and all dark places : yea, we look 

To be the rulers of the darkness of 

The world to be, unchallenged ; and that is 

(I can assure you) an unlimited 

Extent of territory, though all unexplored — 

From the necessity of the case — as yet. 

If we go on, after such fashion, adding 

Still space to space, conquest to conquest still, 

We may dispute with Him of yonder Heaven 

We have left behind, who rules the widest empire 

In the light, but specially through all the dark ? 

Prepare ye, then, my peers, astute and clever. 

Your plans. Hell waiting shall expect perfection 

In mental explorations so devised. 

Mind this : The deep abyss, unfathom^d, 

Is made up point by point. And Heaven itself. 

And all this verge, and frontier land surrounding, — 

Yea, all land everywhere in boundless space. 

Is constitute, atom on atom, until 

The aggregate great is reached to which it comes. 

The sea forthcoming, too, of these low folk, 

Will be found by them to be composed of only 

An aggregate of single drops, minute. 

But, friends, and linked companions in this realm, 
As a reward for your exertions timely 
(That you will make them, goes down to your credit) 
I promise you a treat, which will delight 
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Your Devilisli natures, by its novelty — 

Intrinsic excellence Satanic too. 

At our meeting I will dazzle you,. entranced 

By sights, sounds too, prepared consummate art 

By, and our science hellish, by the which 

You will perceive beforehand, accurately, 

"What the new world will be — (at least will be 

After our cunning handiwork put forth : 

A world hell-copying.) They call it £a/rth 

(They, in the Heavens yonder), and its humble 

Inhabitants are called the unen : their essence 

Is human nature. Their progenitor — 

For on that earth, it seems, the many come 

From one, and not (as was here) many all 

Together and at once ; — progenitor, 

I say, shall named be Adam : he, it seems, 

The father of at least the best of them — 

Whoever be the ancestor of aU 

The rest, — a remainder of stock, by much 

Inferior, and incapable of rising 

To the conditions of Adamic plane. 

The sights I promise shall cause laughter much 

Of j/aur kind ; and if cruel Devils could 

"Weep saltish tears (like Adam's) tears would flow. 

From Devils' very eyne, at sight of things 

(Which shall transacted be upon that earth) 

Beyond the imagination utmost, as 

The ken, of Diabolic natures : they 

Shall be so unreasonable, and empty of 

All pith, and excellence — empty of all 
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Save wind, and vapid froth, contemptible ! 
Empty of all, sometimes, but demon thoughts — 
So murtherous they, exceeding Devils' force 
In rage, and cruelest intents inhuman. 
Hell shall excelled be by such earthly wraths. 
Hell shall out-Hell'd be, when to Devils add Men. 

But you prepare you for the scenes, and I, 

On my part, shall have preparation made 
Worthy of the aim didactical, and also 
Your relaxation from great cares, and your 
Amusement also, not to be o'erlooked. 
Far less despised by me, your provident king. 

{Aj)platisej againy and again.) 

In meantime, and before I shall dismiss 
You, by ways several, to your occupations. 
Let us have (in imitation of the Heavenly Spirits 
Yonder above — the Arch- Angels led the way) 
Some singing from our Devils musical. 
(Some yet remain, spite of those mean deserters. 
Yea, some with music in their souls remain : 
Though Devils they, still they are musical.) 
The music will give pause to our thoughts deep. 
And busy with concernments so immense. 
Especially, the music (add the dance) 
Will glad the younger portion of our troops. 

{Renewed applause,) 

Let leaders of the musical department — 
Whether by voice, or by the instruments 
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Various — or brazen, or stringed, it matters not, — 

Nor whether separately, or conjoined, — 

Step to the front, to organize the players, 

And singers, as in proper choirs arranged. 

Let the banjo-devils especially be pressed 

Into this service carefully, along 

With singers whose shrill pipes make voices fittest 

For this particular hall, acoustically. 

For Hell hath its own music, and must have. 

The very music of despair exists 

Too surely ! It must go by laws for Hell, 

Not to be broken in Hell — (That music is 

Mostly in flats, and minor keys — ) without 

The harmony becoming inharmonious. 

And unendurable in Hell. But as 

For Melody sweet, soft, soothing, simple, shy — 

"We have none of it here. "We left it in those Heavens 

Behind us, now so very far away. 

But Melody we can dispense with ; though 

I almost wish that Melody and Hell 

Were not so un suited to each other, and — in short — 

Antagonistic. 

{After a paiise, Lucifer continues.) 

Music-master, ho ! 
Give your command : the harmony begin. 
Ear-piercers, do your best. Full-throated ones, 
Sound all at once. Give echo back, Hell ! 

Lucifer {aside^ to himself). 

Is this a worm that knaweth me within ? 
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Disapprobation art thou, worm ? or, else, 
Remorse f A thing I have got the meaning of, 
Of late, by lessons manifold, and each 
By burnings deep impressed into the frame. 
With deepest woe impressed upon the soul, 
Throughout the soul, by vehement lasting fires. 

{After the initial burst of harmony^ ly all the members 
of the Orchestray Vocal and Instrumental^ has con- 
tinned a good while, preparation is made for a 
change, by some of the performers being singled out 
for special music tasks. And first ;) 

A "Wae Song. 

Sung by several Voices, joined by various Wind Instru- 
ments, such as Clarionets, Horns, Trumpets, Hautboys, 
Trombones, and Ophicleides, 

I. 

Hail to King Lucifer ! See, he advances 

To conquer new kingdoms, his subjects to give. 
On, on with you warriors, armed with Hell's sharp 

lances. 
To strike down those cowed by our terrible glances : 
We shall not permit them so much as to live. 
To take life, that will be joyful, we say ; 
We cannot give life, but give death that we 

may. 
that will be jolly, and we all so gay. 
Heigh, ho ! for the fan of the beautiful day 
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"When we take life we gave not, away and 

away. 
And what could be pleasanter, Devils, we pray ? 

n. 

We swear it beforehand, by Lucifer's baton, 

These middle folk yet shall be all for our prize. 
We'll poke them, and choke them, complimenting 

their state on 
The manikin things, whom these Angels wiUT^vateon : 
And theD,*most of all, we shall fill them with lies. 
To fill them with lies, will be pleasant indeed ! 
And on that all the Devils in Hell are agreed. 
How nice to compel them on leasing to feed ! 
Believing our glozing, they will not take heed ; 
But for prey for us Devils that race will make 

speed. 
To bamboozle, we Devils have a famishing 
need. 

ni. 

We await, then, the days that are coming with 
pleasures. 
The days of the race so inferior to ours. 
Of the stores of our kingdom we'll bless with full 

measures, 
Till the manikins scream with delight at their 
treasures 
By Mammon bestowed, through us^DeviHsh 
Powers. 
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"With pelf on the shelf, we will curse them, 

we trow. 
And wealth, to be got by the sweat of their 

brow, 
Shall £11 them with plagues, and hot passions 

enow; 
"With botch and foul blotch, and disease, 

from the pow 
To their buttocks, and soles, — ^and you Devils 

must allow 
Each poor wretch might afford to his lord a 

meek bow. 

An^oTHEE, Ain) A Dancing Song. 

{The fun gets faster, and more uproarious. In their 
hilarity J a ring is, at last, formed about Lucijer 
and the great Leaders ; and, while some Devils dance 
around them, others, playing on instruments like 
banjos, sing thus as Qccompaniment : — ) 

DATfCDTG SONO. 

Set to Stringed Instrument Music, 

I. 

Let us foot it, 

"While we flute it. 
And round and round we go. 

Let us shout, 

"While round about, 
"With eaperings high, dance — so. 
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The centres there, 

Our raptures share, 
While round about we go. 

Inspired and excited. 

We are hugely delighted 
With our caperings high— ;;w«^ so, 

m. 
Then jump away, Devils, and show that your heels 
Are capable of the most sprightly of reels. 
Without glamour, our band to the Leader appeals 
That the music is loud ; and each caperer feels 
That the gaze of a judge of his dancing, and 

squeals. 
Is on him, and on every mad lilter o' deils. 

rv. 

Dancing thus we, 

Without fuss, we 
Around, and up, do fly. 

Let us skirl, 

While round we whirl 
With liftings many and high. 

V. 

The Devil himself 

Approves each elf 
As, half in air, we scud. 

About we do whirl all. 

Loud and louder we skirl all 
As we foot it, and stir up our blood. 
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VI. 

Then leap high, ye Devils, evincing your soles 
Can spring quite elastic, without making holes 
In these velvety carpets, while each Leader lolls 
At his ease so curule there, oblivious of doles. 
For our pleasures, in fact, crowd upon us in shoals, — 
At Equator all right, and all right at both Poles. 

Lucifer {aside, to himself). 

Be quiet, hellish thing, articulate ! 

Thy body bums me, as thou mov'st within me. 

Could I but tear this out, and be at peace, 

I would giv e a world. God ! must my Hell be so ? 

Anothek Diabolic Lteic. 

"- Set to both Wind and Stringed Instrument Music. 

I. 

Blow loud your windy instruments: these very 
noisy revels 

Amazingly are fitted for us so merry Devils. 
So hilarious as we 
In our Hell— do not you see ? 
Can so naturally be. 

n. 

Draw rapidly your fingers, ye aptest banjo-players. 
No time now need ye lose you in a-saying of your 
prayers. 
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And so merry all are we, 
Who can thus so well agree 
In our Tcry hellish glee. 

in. 

Draw ye, and blow yet louder, dinging sound from 

out the rafters ; 
And skirl, and whirl, ye dancers, and to us of fun 
be wafters, 

Ev'n devilish jollity. 
And let all outsiders pre- 
Eminently losers be 

Of all this merriness 
Keserved — (mark well: no less — ) 
For Devils at their ease, 
Doing simply what they please ; 
And, on this blessed occasion, full of the spirit 
of glee. 

(^At the point reached, there suddenly/ appears, over 
the great door of the hall facing Diabolus, the 
likeness of an innocent, transcendently beautiful 
Infant of the coming race of Adam, having a 
radiance shining around it, and raying out beams. 
Afterwards, and suddenly, the appearance of a 
Royal One, with a kingly crown on, and, for a 
sceptre, swaying the likeness of a bar of iron ; 
having, also, a radiance around Him, and 
raying out majestic and awful beams. At sight 
whereof, Satan is filled with amazement, not 
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without fear^ and soon he escapes away. The 
assemblage too^ affrighted at the same vision^ slink off, 
one by one, as fast as possible. And when the hall 
is empty of all the proud boasters, mournful 
lamenting is heard coming from a distance, as it 
were the wail of despairing lost souls. The mountain 
again is in active, and dangerous eruption.) 

(Scene closes.) 



^ Scene IV. 

The place the same as in immediately preceding Scene. 

LuciFEB, attended by his Court, takes his Regal Seat, pre- 
pared to describe, and display, persons and occurrences 
which in the new world will be evolved, 

Lucifer, 

I promised you, my peers, each several one. 
An exhibition with some earthly features. 
Much worth our present notice ; and I now 
Performance render. Briefly, you shall see 
What Devils' Art, and Science Hellish can 
Accomplish. 

See, upon that screen prepared, 
You have a human pair, called "man and wife," 
Engaged in strife ; though oral, yet most fierce : 
Eecriminations fly from mouth to mouth ; 
To end, bo oft, in hate,-— not seldom, murder. 
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But those most cnrions in this direction 

Can have a surfeit. MephistopheUt 

Apt imp, will satisfaction give on this 

Most nauseous head — ^too nauseous still for me. — 

But further these Two Generals now behold 

(I promised you examples of the Two^i) 

The Generals of an army, bent on slaughter, — 

(For slaughter will be rery dear to mortals, — ) 

But bent on ruining first the army they 

Command — to ruin reduced by rule of Two. 

— See, next, that meeting of a priestly caste. 

All here are equals, and each boasts of his 

So prized equality — that lasts not long. 

To save a babble of confounding tongues 

(Soon backed by fists, need being) they shall proceed — 

First deed of all — to adopt the semblance perfect 

Of that same sort of rule which they, perverse, 

Bepudiate, so emphatically do. 

There shall be men of God, big, unctuous, 

And solemn, with formality chokefuU, 

"Who shall deny the lawfulness of rule 

By One— the pattern being in Heaven high ; — 

And, in the interests of truth, and of 

Eeligion sacred, shall forbid, they shall, 

That Heavenly rule when their concourses meet : 

And, with a monstrous lie in their right hands, 

(Lie odious, or comical, as may 

Affect the witnesser) these men shall all 

Begin their business religious by 

Setting up the very thing awanting, or 
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Its image, for a time ; that so they may, 
As Courts of Churches, and so forth, not fall. 
Through gross disorder, ruin-wards, to ruin. 
Passed through the gate of nothingness hy Two's. 

{Pauses, and, after a time, goes on,) 

The time shall come — indeed, the scene is painted 
(Drawn too in vision) visibly before me — 
"When men shall Devils not believe in, nor 
Believe a Devil higher than themselves. 
For many ages that a Devil exists 
Men shall concede ; the sort of Devil varying 
Much with the clime particular. There will be 
The Devil eternal, (though not self-existent ;) 
No time-beginning to this Devil, and he 
"Will cope, on almost equal terms, with God, 
The Good One. Men will name these, yea, these Two, 
The Good and Evil Principles. — Another 
Kind of Devil will have beginning sure— and I 

(^Sneers.) 

Esteem myself a Devil of this sort. 
Arch- Angel simple once I was, whatever 
I am at present. — A third kind of Devil 
Will be of later growth ; and then will men 
Their Devil in their God Himself place firm. 
As being half of Him. There will be Goodness, 
Unspeakable Goodness, and Malevolence dire, 
In the same Mind. This will amount to nought 
Other than this : the selfsame God shall carry 

h2 
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His Devil about with Him, enclosed in Him 
As in a prison, or a palace, but 
Enclosed, mind yon. 

Yet later there will be- 
But I approach to those who sedulously 
Will work my future purpose, and abiding : 
The men I have before me will deny 
There is an outward Devil or foreign, at all. 
Nor Heaven^ nor Earth, nor Hell, (there's no such 

place. 
However, with these men,) contains a Devil, 
Throughout all Space, immeasurable, you 
Will not be able to discover a Devil. 
Complaisant fools ! a Devil they cannot see. 
Although they Evil see, in its worst forms. 
On every side, look Where one will. The Evil, 
So visible, and so most tangible, — 
Too tangible, alas ! for pleasant life, — 
Is treated of, by these uncommon fools, 
As if it could live by itself, and quite 
Disjunct from all and every thing besides : 
Pleating, you may suppose, here, there — ^in fact, 
Add everywhere you may ; — ^like aery clouds. 
The Evil, in short, is resident in no 
One subject, nor in any subject at all. 
But there are Devils self-made, for by these men 
Themselves. If other Devils there be not, then 
These men are Devils unto themselves, the worst 
Of Devils they. JS'ow, curious 'tis, and very 
Bidiculous too, to have these manikins 
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A Devil denying, while they appropriate 

Evil to themselves, hecoming these same Devils 

They do deny, or worse. Evil a source 

Must have of its beginning. And these blind 

Philosophers can only see both Evil 

And Devil commencing with their proper selves ; 

So numerous, that there must be hosts of Devils. 

(Again pauses, meditating.) 

Another set of Earth's philosophers 
In later times shall be. Look, how they are 
Set forth upon the screen. In madness equal, 
To the other, or they shall surpass. They, too, 
The existence of a Devil will deny. 
These men will rise to heights of Wisdom, so 
Excessive, they will hold things can commence 
Without sufficient reason why they be. 
These men, blown out with wisdom, with wind more. 
Contemptuous of all wisdom but their own, 
Will sure discover things most wonderful : 
As that a flea can jump beyond itself ; 
And, having got so far, can deftly turn 
Itself into some creature else, (if you 
But give it time enough,) say, to a wasp. 
Or better animal. Those learned men 
Shall ask nought bigger than an animalcule — seen, 
By microscopic glass — ^to make the hugest 
Of creatures, or most wise, or moral life, 
(A conscience having come withouten cause.) 
Yea, they will turn, by spinning age on age. 
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The dwellers on a meteoric stone 

(By flight imaginative) to ancestors 

Of men in Adam's Earth — mayhap him too. 

Yea, they will bring the acutest reasoning powers, 

And the Moral Sense itself, from creatures that 

Do leap, and gyrate strangely, in a drop 

Of putrid water, from foul reservoir. 

These sage and aged philosophers, shall set 

Themselves to droll enquiries, gravely deeming 

The same the essence itself of wisdom, and 

Themselves the men who first knew. This is that. 

They able always to sustain, haviog raised, 

All things above their levels. If a man, 

Not of them, should propound the curious question ; — 

What is the cause of potency, inherent 

In sea Ascideans soft, to obtain backbone 

Eirm, dense, or spinal column human (in 

The course of some millenniums) : — "Where does 

The potency reside ? — What put it there ? — 

How does it operate ? — Those philosophers 

Will turn upon their laughiag questioner. 

And will demand, how dare he introduce 

His metaphysics to their workshops grim, 

And laboratories, where elaborate they 

Their wonders physical, and natural, 

(Or unnatural, as may be.) Yea, they will treat 

The questioner as a very fool consummate : 

Simply because he cannot men from apes 

Hirsute educe, &om sea- whelps apes, and, last, 

From those Ascidean larvae : these, in turn, 
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From some soft louse or other, and the louse 

Here visible, from some invisible 

Of insect kind, too small for naked eye. 

{Broods.) 

But worst, perhaps, of all that can be named 
In the list of these philosophepies, or wild 
Insanities of paradoxical men, 
Is that which presses on. Upon the screen 
See these philosophers, wise, solemn, grand. 
Sedately grand ! and most sublimely solemn ! 
Their wisdom dwelling in no well-cracked skulls, 
Their skulls being water-tight, though water-logged. 
In a general sort of way, they all unite 
In not denying (no believers they !) 
A Good God does exist : a God All-potent, 
Most Free, — of pure Benevolence made up. 
Yet these so sage, without a blush, can utter 
Most monstrous contradictions to their themes. 
They father can, upon. their God, enorm 
And world-wide cruelties. Their God creates 
The cruel beasts carnivorous, and serpents 
With venomous deadly poison, — all to prey 
Upon each other, or on beasts defenceless, 
And void of all save fear of ravening foes. 
The teeth and claws of tigers, (great man-eaters,) 
And the poison-fangs of reptiles most abhorred, 
Can, by these men, be attributed direct 
To their Creator-God. Say, Devils of Hell- 
Bay, Molech, special King of cruelties — 
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(I see thee, King, before me, in your place — ) 

Maker of all most savage beasts that roam 

In qnest of bloody prey, slain first by fear, 

And horror of the impending fate, when held 

And torn in jaws remorseless as our Hell : 

Author of all the agonies of brutes 

Quadrupedal, or Winged, or Creeping, — ^From 

The highest in the scale, to loathly wprms 

That crawl, or glide with poison-fangs, to give 

Their foes, or get themselves, death-tortures grievous : — ► 

Say, say — for you can tell — who better. Devils ? 

Can Hellish minds conceive a notion more 

Itself-confuting, and self-stultifying ? 

A God did these ! "We Devils dream reverse — 

Having a notion whose the handiwork ! 

{Laughs Satamcally,) 

A world all teeming with such violence, 
And shrieks, and agonies, and shedding blood, 
Prom mom to midnight, and from midnight dark 
Till morning-dawn, — such world can be the work 
Of only cruel natures, stirred by causes 
Of deadly hate. • 

{Reflects complacently,) 

We Devils can clearly see 
This must be so : be otherwise, it cannot. 

{At this point in SatarCs biting diatribe, a Devil advances 
into the hall, and up to the platform, to tell that a 
messenger, despatched immediately by the Two 
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Arch'AngelSf in character* of Michael and 
Gabriel, — hut mediately from The Presence, by 
The Son op God, — has arrived^ demanding 
audience^ and instant attention.) 

LiLcifer* 
Admit the slave : do, Belial, let him enter. 

Mephistopheles, 
'Na.j, he will not consent to set his foot, — 
His Heavenly foot, observe, — ^within the threshold 
Of our assemblage Diabolic : But 
Sends he sign of The. Son of God, commanding 
The presence of oui* Head elsewhere, and now 
To follow fast whithersoever led ; 
Captive at the proud heels of Abdiely 
That holy recreant, yea, mean-spirited 
Apostate from the Hellish ranks — so late ! 

(Sneerinyly,) 

His goodness led him to that safer side 
Where such repentance hails a conqueror. 

{Lucifer, who had been examining the stone with the 
impressed sign, is somewhat crest-fallen^ and tfius :) 

Lucifer, 

Some embassy it is, to treat of frontier 
Questions, and neutral territory, it 
May be, dividing Heavenly realms from these 
Lately acquired, and governed now by us 
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As only lords. Sure, 'tis some message of 
This kind : what else by possibility ? 
Most honourable proposal that must be, 
At least, which I shall unto you bear back 
On my return. Meanwhile, abide ye here. 
Sing more, or dance you more, as it pleases you. 
Until ye see me home to you. Adieu ! 

{Goes away,) 
{Scene closes.) 
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Scene V. 

The scene is still in the haU in the Volcanic region. 

LuciPEB, and his compeers^ and all his host. 

{Lucifer J returned^ is crest-fallen; though still possessing 
his air of dogged defiance, coupled with the sublime 
determination of despair. He takes his place, and, 
after gazing round him, thus ;) 

Lucifer, 

Ye wait impatient, I not doubt — and would 
That I had better news to tell ! 

(Groans from the host.) 

But yet 
All is not bad : and we'll improve the good. 

By that high mandate, which (I freely grant) 
Being external to our minds and wills, 
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Likewise above, concocted being in Heaven, 

The inmost Heaven, and by Heaven's Lord Himself, 

"We must obey, or willing, or not willing 

We ; we are ordered to take up our places 

Fixed, — though fixed only for a time (say, some 

Millenniums few, or m3rriads of ages) 

In that new world, so soon^ too soon ! to be. 

{Consternation in the host.) 

(The Angels of yond Heaven did know of this 
Long time agone — did know than this much more, 

Held back from us to give us this surprise ! 

They sang it in their Songs — ^harped in their Praise, 

On high occasions, when they, saintly, harped : 

We held in ignorance that thither go 

We by restraint — that vacant world to fill.) 

We to inhabit it, as occupants 

First, and proprietors too, (That's well ; thafs well,) 

In darkness, near to visible, or light 

To darkness more than kith, we shall inhabit 

The world for men intended, in due time. 

— And 80 our plans and schemes, of late proposed 

At our consult, must frustrate now be held. 

At least, they must stand over while on earth 

Not men but Devils dwell, lords of the soil. 

Our well-devised arrangements, subtly framed. 

For execution of feU ruin, on 

That hated race, must be traversed meantime. — 

(Broods,) 
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"We dwell with crowds of beasts, — ^base, brutal beasts^ — 

Most monstrous, and inhabiting nor land, 

Kor sea, but marshes, of these both made up ; 

Eeeking, and foul, and warm with fetid gas : 

Dwellers, too, in lakes, and in-let waters. All 

These brutes quite voiceless, and incapable 

Of making any sound, except the sound 

Abominable of ravening bestials, 

Hastening, with greed, to tear and to devour 

Each other, for a meal, with blood-charged jaws. 

Large, shapeless brutes, or with most horrid shapes. 

'Twas said (I heard it as a secret, known !) 

Those would be the outward symbols of our minds — 

Embodiments of hellish passions, gross 

And bad— ours, Angels! or projected from 

Ourselves as firm existences, or as 

Shadows from us cast, or unresolved out-births 

Of souls within. fate most hard, indeed : 

But still all irresistible. 

(JSounds, Uke fearful sohsy accompanied by doleful 
howlSi prevail extensively.) 

Yet there 
Is comfort, in good news, for us. "We shall 
Be Gods, and Princes positive,— ^the very 
Bulers of this future world, — rulers, no less, 
Of its atmosphere so large, and bulging out 
In every way : Of the darkness Princes too. 
Being Bulers of the air dark, and its rulera 
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Just dwell on this ; luxuriate in this : — 

"We shall be very Princes, very Gods, 

Of all those realms, and places, knowxi and not 

Known, — Of them all the Gods, I say, the Gods 

"We Devils shall be, indisputably we. 

Hence, we shall always claim that worid as ours. 

And shall refuse to hold divided empire. 

So that new race, and low, when they appear, 

Shall be refused acknowledgment of lordship. 

By us lords paramount of the domain. 

Not theirs the sovereignty o'er the fresh world, 

And over its contents, or vegetable 

Or animal. Our claim must be allowed, 

'Cause true. And so in easier way, we shall 

Delude that race of men, and cause tbem be 

Our victims,— their so feU destroyers we. 

{Meditates farther,) 

In that man's world shall be most cruel beasts — 
And such can be the work of natures cruel, 
And of them only ; they must be the doing 
Of Devils, for we Devils are most cruel. 
Through hate (in part) to those new-fangled folk, 
And to their fellow-beasts, in that stolen Earth — 
Stolen, because from us, the inheritors 
Most lawful, taken, — ^from us, the proper owners. 
Such claimants ever we. And glory shall 
"We, therefore, — glory evermore, that we 
Shall make all ravenous and noisome monsters. 
To tear each other, limb from limb, to pieces. — 
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But those Philosophers, up yond pourtrayed, 
See things so very differently : do they ! 

(Sneers, and attempts to laugh. While sounds peculiar 
— like those made hy a battalion of soldiers, closing 
with their foes — are heard throughout the meeting.) 

So let us leave them : very tired of such. 
Of blockheads philosophical, too much ! 

(Scene closes,) 



Scene YI. 

Place} far North, on the road leading Northwards. 

MoLECH or Malcham, Belial, Mammon, and Beelzebul 
— met to rehearse the existing posture of affairs, and 
anticipate their future, 

MoUch, 

"We go to that new earth ; and there will I 
(When ages have elapsed, and our fixed time 
Draws to its termination, and Man's race 
Shall to their dwelling-place advance) — ^will I 
"Work out my will upon the beasts indeed ; 
Making the primest gluttonous in cruelty, — 
The many, gluttons thirsting much for blood, 
Hot blood, sucked from the rended arteries 
Of animals warm still, and palpitating : 
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But not for beasts alone will I perpend 

My choicest cruelties — for Men shall have 

Expended on them savage purposes. 

Ey means of which, they shall be, Man to Man, 

Far crueler than angry hungered brute, 

"With ravening lust of blood shot from its eyes, 

Ever lavishes upon its destined prey. 

Man shall Man slay ; shall torture with excess 

Of spite, and deep ferocity ; though causeless 

Oft, yet unbounded. Men shall torture Men 

(When I have fully instigated them) 

By ways which shall form lessons for you. Devils 

Of the lower kind, having drops of pity left. 

Poor chits ! Imps feeble ! Devils pitiful ! 

(Grins ghastfully,) 
Belial, 

Ko pleasant scenes describest thou, Malcham ! 
I never will take lessons willingly 
In thy school. When our time shall have arrived 
Thus shall I. Men I shall destroy, not beasts : 
And men by soft enticements — dalliance 
With pleasures, and with pleasures feminine 
Most, or those with wine and women in the front. 
(Our King — whom AhAiel before informed. 
That gleeful miscreant ! — ^in private gave 
Me note of these effeminate sense-sins. 
For use as foremost Hell-accomplishments : 
Though not derived from Hell, to Hell straight leading ; 
Conductors better none from Earth Hell- wards.) 
Those gay allurements, and sense-freaks, do more 
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To kill — to torture — to destroy for ever 
Both body and soul, — than even the sharpest teeth 
Of wolves, or crocodiles, — yea, or the poison 
Of serpent-fangs, conveying speedy death. 
Commend me, then, to pleasures sensual 
And mild, — or pastimes feminine and foul. 
Destruction by ways cruel ne'er will slay 
As shall my modes of making slaves of men. 
That they may be o'erwhelmed in ruin dire. 
Destruction by worst mode, is softest mode. 
The softest mode makes sternest end at last. 
The sweetly easiest ruin is most fell ; 
The smoothest way leads glidingly adown 
That steep descent which endeth horribly 
In sure perdition, for the end is — ^Hell. 

Mammon, 

Ye little know, I deem, the speediest way 
And surest to destroy the hated race 
Of Men, and their successive sons through ages. 
The one takes savage deeds ; the other, soft 
And sensual pleasures, to make end of Men. 
But listen to my better mode : take gold. 
Dug from the entrails of most ancient rocks. 
And spread it out in bars, or lesser bits. 
Or nuggets smallest, or as grains in sand, — 
For acquisition by the mightiest arm. 
Behold ! they swarm ; they scream ; they curse ; they 

fight ; 
They tear each other's frames in pieces ; — while, 
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Af fc time, the sad survivors fall 

Bj 3ir diseases, passion-born, — all fall 

To *e, the crafty God who led them on^ 

"W; ie sacrificing to me, to slay themselves. 

T« dot mine, being kindlier method, better far ? 

BeelzebuL 

I can commend you all, ye Kings and Gods ! 
You, God of Cruelty ; of Pleasures soft 
Him ; next, him God of Wealth : three potent Gods ! 
Each God is best, in his particular way : 
And each shall help the common object all 
Shall then descry. That race we deeply curse — 
Which yet would supersede us, their liege Lords I — * 
We can, and shall, destroy by several modes ; 
All good, each best in turn. Have this in mind : 
Let each King use his gift specifical. 
Until we see these men, duped, tamed, subdued. 
Performing uses for their Lords in Hell — 
Lashed by the scorpion- whips of these same Devils 
They fondly thought to overtop, — in case 
They not abolished us, by arguments 
Much more than specious, arguments 
Evincing surely that we not exist — 
Ne'er lived, in truth, under the ethereal blue. 
We are, however, and Men never shall 
Us supersede, and tower above our heads. 
We shall be Gods, when they, reduced to ruin, 
Shall disappear from Earth, to reappear 
In Hell, the kingdom of their conqueror, 
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The greatest Arch- Angel once — but greater now, 
Because the God of Hell, and Xing Supreme, 
Whose reign shall last, while Time itself shall be. 
And we shall reign with him ; and, under him, 
Shall be both Kings and Grods, and both for aye. 

{JEnter Azazel and Mephtsiopheles,) 

Azazel, 

As adversaries come we, and to hear 
About our enemies that are, and that 
Are not in being — for I deem that they 
Who left our ranks ignobly, and in spite 
Of all the advantages our kingdom new 
Could them afford, if faithful in their posts. 
And to their trusts— the ungracious and ingrate !— 
Are of our enemies the very worst, 
Being enemies that had been otherwise, 
Belonging to our valorous ranks so long. 
Such foes (friends once) know all our secrets, hid 
From others being outside, beyond the source 
Prolifical of all our knowledges. 
They therefore can us stab at unawares. 
And in our covered weakest spots, and bare, 
Exposed to the inroads of antagonists. 
Who else would miss their mark, and lose their pains. 
Of those mean-spirited deserters from 
Our cause audacious, and as excellent. 
And as successful, I do deem the chief 
To be that Ahdiel, the captain of 
Those base apostates — ^for the rest of crew 
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Deserting us were pitifullest Spirits, 
Not worth much thought, and only more indeed 
Than are the creatures worth of whom, of late. 
We have heard so much, although these men of earth 
Are unhecoming, and Angel thoughts beneath. 

Mephistopheles, 

I know not that, Azazel, Nay, I ween 
That of those foes, although the chiefest Spirit 
Be Abdtelj the enemies in Men 
Shall yet be worse. For, only do consider 
The effects of this assumption of Man's Nature 
Into the Heaven-Godhead 

Azazel {breaking in). 

List, my friend. 
"Would I be much advanced in dignity, 
And power of uses, should I now assume 
The qualities of any reptile thing, — 
(The reptile form to me being joined in one, — ) 
Say, of that crocodile which, yester even, 
Eollowed the steps of Moleeh, King, and God — 

{Bows in obeisance towards Moleeh.) 

(I saw the crocodile, or the shadow cast — ) 
Would I be better of such junction ? 

MepJtistopheles {interrupting). 

Nay, 
Nay, you touch not the point which should be touched. 
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I was not discussing what God-man hath lost 
By the degrading motion, lowering Sim, 
But pointed to the effects on us which would 
Ensue from God being Man, and Man being God. 
Observe, if God be lowered, Man is raised, 
And raised above us, infinitely raised 
Above us, Men's original heads, chiefs, lords. 
In fact, superiors every important way. 
Being raised to that height inaccessible, 
Will Men not come, in time, to be our Judges, 
Yea, generally superiors, by virtue 
Of that second birth, even a beginning to be, 
Whereby Men come to be half-Gods, at least ? 

Azazel. 
It seems to me, that you have made mistake 
Concerning nature of that union, feigned 

Beelzehul (authoritatively). 
I speak to you — ^both — as appointed Head. 
Cease these contentions — speculations loose 
And dangerous they, in many sure regards : 
Pit only for choice opportunities, 
And Master-Spirits in our Hell. Mind that. 
— See ! Molech there, our God of fighting lusts, — 
Uninterested, has fallen on deep sleep. 
Doubtless he dreams of slaughters numerous. 
And fell ; his head with cruelties full-stored. 
Belial, too, dreams ; but, wide-awake, he dreams 
Of the madding pleasures which you interrupt. 
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Mammon remains, and he, downcast, intent 

Is on low projects, and the minerals massed 

In the bowels of the ground, invaluable 

Stones, metals too, and each of worth for crimes. — 

In short, cease your discussions for this present. 

I, as a King, command you, for the good 

Of these pertinents of Hell : its interests 

Should be ascendant in the sky of all. 

In this great crisis of our King's affaiis. 

Azazel and Mephistopheles. 

We shall retire — to argue it elsewhere, 
At proper time, and with an audience fit. 
Forget we not we speak to our great Lord, 
The Second Prince of Devils — above, but one — 
And he Lord Lucifer, our God in Hell. 

(^They make obeisance to Beehehuh) 

And when your leisure is, acquaint us with 

The weighty things which your consult explained. 

That we, advised, may regulate our way. 

Beehehuh 

You may depend on nothing being hid 
From you, who are so interested in 
The matters of our kingdom, and who are 
So worthy utmost trust, from your discretion. 
You two have been of value, each : your aid 
Was seasonable, for in time of need. 
Go, therefore, satisfied of my esteem. 
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Belial, 

And mine : speaking for Mammon, neighbour here ; 
Industriously bent on reasons solid : 
Well-founded reasons gives he for his acts. 
His actings take him unto depths profound ; 
Not under-valued, valued under ground : 
King Mammon'g reasons, thus, being deeply sound. 
Speaking for Mblech too, who sleeps, and dreams ; 
Sleeps dreaming, guiltless of philosophemes. 
But he will waken up, blood being to shed. 
Shout, Murder ! and find him (who can) a-bed. 
Meantime, off to our pastimes let us hie : 
When Pleasures call us, why should Devils be shy ? 
Kay more, why should we Devils one Pleasure e'er 
pass by ? 

{Scene closes.) 



Scene VII. 

On the Mount of God. 

The First Aech- Angel, and Abdiel — meeting. 

The First Arch-Angel. 
How fare my dearest children, since that they 
Enlisted in our ranks ? 

Aldiel, 

For evermore 
We pray, and confidently trust in praying, 
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To that most generous Son of God, reTealed, 

That we may never fall away from Heaven, 

And all its holy exquisite delights — 

The never ceasing blessedness, untold, 

Unspeakable, surpassing highest thought, 

And all imaginations of our hearts. 

O Angel, with excelling glory crowned ! 

How shall we thank thee in our deepest hearts — 

For speech were much too feeble to convey 

The unbounded gratitude we feel to thee, 

The loving instrument of these delights. 

But yet why should we thank thee ? for thy soul 

Is blessed in giving joy : the more the joy. 

The more thy God-like happiness. For God 

Is Love itself, and Love is satisfied 

Most when it gives, not thinking of itself. 

It seeketh not its own, and never fails 

In wishing all good things to others' souls. 

The First Arch-Angel. 

The Heaven thou hast within thee, tells thy state. 
Little need to ask, how thou dost fare, my child. 
The loving words come from thy health of soul. 
And thy companions ? 

Ahdieh 

They are even like me. 
Partakers they of that rich blessedness 
Which all expression far outstrips in height, 
And towering amplitude. They sing, they shout. 
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They dance, in ecstacy, the whole day long, 
And every day ; and often do they cry, 
Stay ! Lord, it is enongh : created vessels 
Can hold no more of joy and blessedness. 
And I'aptnre, so exceeding all concept. 

The First Arch-Angel. 

Our loving God for us hath many rooms 
In this great house, upon this sacred Mount ; 
And every separate mansion in the house 
Is tenanted by a beatitude^ 
Or a spirit with its separate joyful ness, 
Blessed to the utmost. And the blessedness 
Redoundeth to the glory of our God, 
The Builder of the house, and mansions many. 
And praises everlasting be to Him 
In whom we live, — by whom we ever have 
Each good. Now, therefore, let us seek the place 
Where Saints assemble most to render thanks 
To His great Name by whom all things consist, 
That we unburden may our overcharged hearts. 
In song, and common prayer, and merry dance, — 
Dancing and singing holily to God, 
To God our chiefest, yea our only joy. 

{They depart.) 
{Scene closes,) 
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Scene VIII. 

Flojce about halfway in the road, leading Northwards 

from the Mount of God. 

LuciPEE, alone^ {looking sideways,) 

{Soliloquises,) 

I leave thee, then, Heavenly territory — 
For ever leave — But not too. willingly. 
A Devil now I am, yea, Prince of Devils, 
And glory in my mission so transcendent. 
Scape-Angel of the Universe am II 
By being Prime Mover in my continent. 
My own, and indefeasibly. My deed 
Satanic made me God for evermore. 
I glory in my deed, for I a King 
Became^ through conquest of a costly world. 
Entire, complete, and peopled all with Devils, 
Like me ; acknowledging me their Supreme. 
My place can never be assumed, nor ever 
Surpassed by any Angel, hankering 
After promotion to a true God's place. 
The reason is one most irrefragable : 
I, Satan now, as Lucifer performed 
The deed of deeds, so unrepeatable. 
Scape- Angel of the Universe am I ! 
Stalking heroically through infinitude. 
With which compare, rather contrast, those puny, 
Ease manikins — yea, manikins worshipful I 
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{ReflecU.) 
A Devil cannot be all bad, though Devil 
Tenfold he be. He is a mind, a mind 
Created in the likeness of his Grod, 
Or more or less : yet still created so. 
He cannot fall away so utterly 
From his created type, as be all bad, 
And only bad, and irredeemably. 
Even the most cruel beast that ever lives, 
Must have some soft spot in its heart somewhere : 
Else, would the kind exterminated be 
Ere it had lived its course. So even of Devils 
'Tis true that to conserve each other's lives 
They must have some good points ; else^ Devils would 
Soon bring the reign of Devils to end, for aye. 

{Reflects still more deeply.) 

Besides, to be, and1x) be bad, — ^that only, — 
Involves a sort of contradiction true. 
To hey is to he good, in some degree : 
Bad and not-heing are associates close. 

{PonderSy not urtsorrowfully,) 

Farewell, then, Heavenly territory all, 
And all this region upper of the Universe. 
Go I my sentence to receive, or banishment, 
Fruit of the sentence, not delayed, unto 
The Earth, unpeopled yet, but soon to crawl 
"With crowded bestial monsters, — gross, enorm. 
But voiceless, solitary, cruel and vile. 
The consternation of my hellish crew 
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I^ear mastered me — But I shed no more tears. 
They my companions, in our prison-house 
Of earth, shall be on equal terms — of misery. 
But earth is theirs by right, and they shall have 
Their will of it, and in it too, We God%y 
Ay^ Gods of that new world in verity. 

What shall be after, I inquire not now. 
Only, I know some other place, " Sell" called. 
Or " Pandemonium," or " Tartarus " ; 
(No consequence the name : Names change not states — 
"Which are abiding, as our persons are) 
Shall be prepared for us, us rebels bad 

(Sneers, or affects to himself to sneer.) 

Against the sovereignty of Heaven and God. 
The meantime most concerns me : Banishment 
I^om this, and to that Earth, is now the cue 
I have to follow out, with all my host. 

I have solved a question, never solved before ; 
(Not jpaised, perhaps, in any mind before.) 
Solved for all time, and creatures all for ever : 
Solved by me Lucifer, the great Scape- Angel 
Of the Universe — deserving grateful thanks, — 
Ay, blessings I deserve from Angels All. 

{Scene closes,) 

End of Act V. 



Concluitton oC t^t ^tltitUl Bx&mK. 



